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The investigator (maquette) by Anton Hasell, © Anton Hasell
1994 Reproduced with permission of the artist.
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Eddie Koiki Mabo

Image courtesy of
JCU Corporate Records




Fragments: stories and
recollections by Gerty Page
with etchings by Rochelle
Knarston, published

1998, Lyre Bird Press,
Townsville, Qld.
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Mr Scot’s wash stand set

T'he blue was the most beautiful that you've ever seen. That was the wash stand

set that belonged to the old man. It came out of Dr Scot-Skirvine's housge 1.11

Sydney when he died,

'-\_ lat of things got sent up from Sydney over the years, by hi
Madam after the war.

s mother and by

t’s mothe
alwavs spome Ilun

that was Gradmere - she used to sen(
for everybody. Something for Jeffre ¥y something for me. Ang
she always used to send up round ch That was edam chee Oh that wag
great. It was quite a big lull and he'd LLI[ the top off and & Coop it out. [t'd 11;1
fOl a Il’l]:_ ll[\ll

1up parcels and there was

I remember once, Ann sent up a tinned Canard - duck
and he didn't eith [ can’t tell you what he said by
to the bloody cats,” he

tosend any more.

-and I don't like duck
t was like, “*Give it
Cats wouldn’t eat it. So anyway, h

2 told Ann not

In Christmas ¢

al thing, As

remark to anyone ready to take

er Joyee sent t]n'
lorry, he made the

lifted the erate
him on the

eve of the exe«

k will be with us this time next ye ar”. On the
d torrential rain and Dora (as she was

1) was seen Lo be swin
1ed a pity tokill her v

. Wouldn't hurt t

r around the vard mlu:m n "l‘nl; resque,

ind e Ying

1 was having suct
er for Easter. K
only ones. Of cour

k for Easter

then she was laying

1
1 Lhe ashes.

Lt
ected the kitchen to the

the fowl’s corn, chased the « \[w- 16 Was popu

In short she was an asset about

"»n‘

As the first, second an
mentioned.

ear rolled around, any talk of exeeution was never

[y}

i bl tain Lo s -

decorative dinner set

Monday nights we :

vs had an easy me oht have

winter, we alwavs had soup. And we a
was the puddine fo

had to do the washine, Yes, [ washed all day Monday, e p "d had
Yig1tor
old copper ai P Iraining board. As we had no water laid
s ca d in buckets to fill the copper. You'd cut up your soap into
it and they an ey smelt love
7
And lot yutside *d up with a wooden stic Just the one
0 -
li ) ’ But « «
cl | come with i
An ) 1ad b
1 e -
1 1 | had a blanket and
e
1’ Lh t 18
i sh towel i
fact i fresh




wash stand jugs and bowls

When I first came to Karoola, there was an enamel basin in the end room. A jug, a
basin, a toothbrush holder, long like a soap dish. And Susan had an enamel one

in her room. I can see it now. It was blue with flowers all over it. Her soap dish
was oval, and she had the standing up jug, and a beautiful deep wash basin.

The lime green was Mrs Scot - Skirving’s wash stand set.
The dark green was the set from the Fethers’ room.

The Fethers lived on Albrighton, over the other side of the Diamantina. They
used to come over every weekend, and they had their own room.

Oh yes, I had to do all the cooking, but I didn’t mind.
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When the Fethers went away, I took up that room. But by then, the green wash:
stand set was gone. I made the other room next door - the old hox room - inta




Gerty Page with the Fragments, 1998.
Photograph by Ron McBurnie
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About Collections Search News 50 Treasures Ask Us

Search a growing selection of rare items significant to North Queensland and the Tropics.
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NQHeritage.jcu.edu.au




Mabo Interpretive Wall Project
Eddie Koiki Mabo Library, Bebegu Yumba Campus,
Townsville
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Wadda Mooli

Welcome, greetings and
goodbye in the
Birrigubba language
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At James Cook University, we acknowledge the Traditional Custodians
of this land are the Bindal people (who are part of
the Birrigubba nation). They have been living on this land, where the

Douglas, Townsville campus is situated, for thousands of generations.

Thé_'boundaries of Bindal land are the Ross River in the north, the
Burdekin River in the south, the ocean to the east and where the
Hervey and Leichhardt Ranges meet in the west.

We bay respect to their culture, and their Elders, past, present and
eme?ging. We also acknowledge and pay respect to their direct
neighbours to the north, the Gurambilbarra Wulgurukaba People.
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2020

Staff and students
celebrate James Coak
University’s 50th
anniversary,

Today, 391 determinations
recognising native title
bhave been made across
Australia

Well over 1000 other
land use agreements.
have also been entered
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Library Guides Mabo Timeline Eddie Koiki Mabo Timeline | Wadda Mooli / Welcome

Eddie Koiki Mabo Timeline

Accompanying website for the Eddie Koiki Mabo Timeline inside the Eddie Koiki Mabo Library, James Cook University

Acknowiedgementof County

Acknowledgement of Country Wadda Moaoli

Search

Disclaimer Wadda Mooli means welcome, greetings and goodbye in the Birrigubba language.

Eddie Koiki Mabo Library At James Cook University, we acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this land are the Bindal people (who are part of the Birrigubba

Eddie Koki Mabo Library images nation). They have been living on this land, where the Douglas, Townsville campus is situated, for thousands of generations.

Library History and Awards The boundaries of Bindal land are the Ross River in the north, the Burdekin River in the south, the ocean to the east and where the Hervey

and Leichhardt Ranges meet in the west.
Related Content

We pay respect to their culture, and their Elders, past, present and emerging. We also acknowledge and pay respect to their direct

Ahnut the Fddis Kaiki Mahn Timaline
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Photographic credits

* Slides 1, 3, 16, 21. Modern exteriors of Eddie Koiki Mabo Library by Rob Parsons, Through the Looking Glass Studio (2019 & 2020).
* Slide 6, Eddie Koiki Mabo © Image courtesy of JCU
» Slide 17 Mer Island, Torres Strait, Australia. © The Sydney Morning Herald

» Slide 17 Koiki stands beside the Black Community School Bus © Mabo Family Collection Image courtesy of Yarra Bank Films NLA: Papers of
Edward Koiki Mabo, MS 8822, Series 2, Folio 5

» Slide 18 Koiki Mabo shares cultural knowledge with JCU students © Image courtesy of JCU

» Slide 19 Eddie [Koiki] Mabo and other representatives of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islanders speak about Native Title, Melbourne (1986) ©
The Age

» Slide 20 Anita Keating & Bonita Mabo © Mabo Family Collection & A meeting of Aboriginal representatives, ministers and Prime Minister
Paul Keating, 27 April 1993, discussing the Mabo decision.
The painting is a work by Mr W. Rubuntja, who was also present at the meeting. Courtesy of National Archives of Australia NAA: A13966,
930538

* Slide 21 James Cook University Douglas Campus land on Bindal country courtesy of JCU

* Slide 23 Artworks representing Bindal and Torres Strait Islander traditional symbols by Bernadette Boscacci

All other images are copyright JCU |
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