CAUL STATISTICS 2006

CAVAL report on collection

1. Use of Online Input Module

· Some confusion over the use of the “Value Options” pull-down menu was noted e.g. using the Notes facility to indicate CP or ‘estimate’.

· The notes facility is frequently being used for internal comments (e.g. where data is collected from, local changes etc), rather than for comments about the statistics for external users of the site.
· Several institutions provided corrections to previous years’ data using the Notes facility, rather than emailing CAVAL. This was picked up during the final collection checking process
· Some instances of 0 (zero) being used when statistic should have been CP or NA.
2. Data elements
e-books – the addition of the instruction "to count e-book titles individually if they are in the catalogue" caused some confusion. Following email advice from CSFG members institutions were advised not to include e-book counts in “non-serials” but to provide the data in a Note.  
Deemed List
· The late availability of the Deemed List delayed the collection process 
· The use of several Excel features which made it as difficult as possible to edit the CAUL ‘deemed counts’ generally had the desired effect, with the exception of 3 institutions which persisted regardless. Space for additional datasets to be listed below the ‘deemed’ datasets made it easier for CAVAL to identify and report on these.
Population: Total EFTSU was re-named to Population: Total FTE.
3. Data collection timeline

The call for the 2006 statistics was sent out on 8 May 2007, with a requested completion date of 8 June. The last institution completed their return on 27 August. The statistics (without the DEST population data) were made available through the online website on 28 August. DEST has advised that the population data is expected to be available in “mid to late September”.
The instructions and definitions were updated as follows
· Information Resources - a note was added "to count e-book titles individually if they are in the catalogue".

· Serial Titles: curr Ind/elect - a note was added "the intent is to eliminate duplicates whenever possible, however it is recognised that sometimes this is not possible".

· Students TAFE/NT Persons – the formula for converting from TAFE contact hours was updated. It is now EFTSU = TAFE Contact Hours divided by 720

· Institutional Population - a list showing the Translation of DEST data names into CAUL data names was added.

4. Online Statistics website 
The following enhancements were completed and made available in April 
· the details of Comments/Notes fields supplied by contributing institutions can now be viewed online. This applies to 2005 data onwards. 

· data which is an estimate only is displayed in italics. This applies to 2005 data onwards. 

· the maximum number of institutions which can be displayed has been increased to 15 for the Institutional Data and Graphs options. 

· the facility to select data by Region has been added to the Institutional Data, Graphs and Summary Statistics options. Regions available include each Australian state, New Zealand and CAUL.

· a 'Standard Set' has been added to the Ranked Lists options. The 'Standard Set' calculates the ratios and rankings which are included in the annual printed version of the CAUL Statistics.
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