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History of the UniSA repository
arrow@UniSA
• 2007-2010
• VITAL/Fedora

UniSA Research Archive
• 2010-2015
• DigiTool

Research Outputs 
Repository
• 2015 to now
• Alma



UniSA repository using Alma

• Alma Resource Management for metadata
• Local storage for file management

2015 Alma 
implementation

• Alma Resource Management for metadata
• Alma Digital for file management

2017 Alma 
Digital 

implementation



Using Alma for our Institutional Repository

Phase 3

Phase 2

Phase 1

Services Dashboard
Phase 1
• Handle generation
• File management
Phase 2
• Acknowledgement email generation
Phase 3
• Workflow management
• Data validation and verification
• Author management
• Licencing integrated into file management
• Data quality tools
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Records get 
into Alma in 

one of 3 ways



We use Alma sets to manage our repository workflows



But sets and Alma searches don’t display key 
information used to organise our work and priorities.

http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/alma
http://www.library.unisa.edu.au/alma


The Alma sets are displayed in the dashboard, it is easy to identify the 
onboarded and harvested outputs.
We can also track and manage maintenance and data quality tasks.



The sets display in a tables that have key data elements. 
Columns can be sorted by clicking the headings.
The Manage link opens the Alma record in the dashboard.



Record Management steps through key tasks required to 
process an output. 
Most data entry still is done in Alma’s metadata editor, but the 
page displays and updates part of the record in Alma.
The eye icon indicates if the record is suppressed in Alma.



Validate Source(s) collects our tools together. 
Many links use prepopulated searches to save typing.
The first column does prepopulated title searches of 
various sources including Google.



We also take advantage 
of our link resolver



The second column does prepopulated 
number searches.
Both columns take advantage of other 
service’s APIs.



The third column provides useful links. 
We also link to our prepopulated ILL form.



This section helps manage our author data.
We collect a lot of data about authors.
While we work on authors in Alma, it is easy to see the various 
subfields and identify missing data. 
To update here the Alma record must be saved and released.



Our external affiliations need to match an local UniSA authority file.

The search icon next to the affiliation displays a search of our local file 
and so we can verify and choose the correct form of the affiliation.



The i icon pulls information from the 
University HR system.
It also includes a link to the author’s 
staff home page on the University’s 
website, where we can check and 
verify details.



We use the dashboard to create digital representations so 
we can take advantage of controlled vocabulary and a 
form that only contains the details we need.
We also pull information about archiving permissions from 
the licencing module in Alma.



The padlock and pencil icon opens displays any archiving 
information recorded in the licencing module of Alma.
There is also links to Sherpa and to our local spreadsheet.



Creating a digital representation is easy, fill out the 
form and either browse to the file or drag and drop.



If a researcher submits a copy of the accepted manuscript, 
it is easy to link the file to the representation.



Creating a handle is the last step of processing. 
The handle is generated in our handle server and 
automatically added to the record in Alma. The record is 
also unsuppressed the same time to publish the record.



Similar functionality is used to mint DOIs 
using the ANDS DOI minting service.
Metadata is pulled from Alma and submitted 
to the ANDS DOI service using APIs.



The email notification service allows us 
to easily communicate when an output 
has been processed, as well as request 
accepted manuscripts.
There is a optional 6 hour delay to allow 
publishing to discovery. 



This service loads records from Scopus and 
Web of Science.
Records can be identified using their DOI or the 
record IDs from Scopus and Web of Science.



Existing Alma records are identified by matching IDs.
A checkbox selects records for loading.
Records can also be flagged as onboarding from 
here.



Record enhance updates older incomplete records by 
sourcing and merging data from Scopus and Web of 
Science (WoS) APIs.
Using a DOI will match data from both sources, but will 
still work if only the WoS and Scopus IDs are available.
The first section displays the existing Alma record.



There is an section in XML that can be used 
to edit the record before updating in Alma.



The last section shows the merged record in a 
readable format. The data source is identified 
through use of coloured outline boxes.



Next steps
• Bedding down transition of support by 

University IT
• Harvesting records from Crossref
• ORCiD Project – pushing and pulling 

citations between ROR and ORCiD

IT support

Crossref
harvesting

ORCiD 
project



Thank you

kate.sergeant@unisa.edu.au
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