
Research Data Manager
UQRDM



WHAT DO RESEARCHERS WANT?

NO DOUBLE ENTRY OF METADATA

REWARD FOR DOING RDM (STORAGE)

COLLABORATION WITHIN UQ

COLLABORATION OUTSIDE OF UQ

COLLABORATION WITH COMMERCIAL PARTNERS

NO LOSS OF STUDENT DATA

HELP WITH MANAGING DATA RESPONSIBILITIES

SYSTEMS TO HANDLE HARD DATA

LONG TERM ARCHIVAL OF DATA

EASY CONTROL OF ACCESS



GRANTS
REVIEWING GRANTS

PAPERS
REVIEWING PAPERS

STUDENTS
CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS
ORGANISING CONFERENCES

TEACHING
.
.

DOING RESEARCH

“NO BLACK HOLES” APPROACH

NO RE-ENTRY OF DATA FROM SYSTEMS
LINK TO ETHICS, GRANTS, ...

RESEARCHERS IN CONTROL OF DATA

NO NEED TO PURCHASE/BACKUP STORAGE
TARGET: 2MIN FORM, 5MIN TO STORAGE MOUNTED

NO NEED TO LODGE SUPPORT TICKETS
SELF SERVICE ACCESS CONTROL

EASY TO COLLABORATE
“RIGHT CLICK” TO SHARE



IDMP-I: METADATA HARVESTING

IDMP-II: SHARED STORAGE ALLOCATION

IDMP-III: MIGRATING DATA TO MANAGED COLLECTIONS

IDMP-IV: CLOSING THE LOOP

SERIES OF PROJECTS



iDMP-I: Metadata harvesting 
+
iDMP-II: Shared storage allocation

Competitive edge

DELIVERABLE # 1 
Automated, fit-for-purpose storage

R:\drive RDM Cloud         Sync Client



Easier within UQ: works on any platforms

Easier in Australia

Easier with the international research community

Easier with industry partners

DELIVERABLE # 2
Collaboration made easy



Living document: 

Updating when needed

DELIVERABLE #3 
Data Management Plan at any time



Back-up

Data @ UQ

Compliance

DELIVERABLE # 4
Minimal efforts for 
doing the right thing





DEMONSTRATION





















TIMELINE

EARLY JANUARY: SOFT LAUNCH OF UQRDM

16 JANUARY: ROLL-OUT TO FIRST SCHOOL

JAN -> NOV 2018 : ALL OF UQ



A SWIFT UPTAKEFACILITATED 
ROLLOUT
To date: 
Roll-out in 40 units

All research units have 
been contacted. 
Meeting with 
Executive/s completed 
for more than 50 Units

Very positive feedback 
(via survey)

RECORDS
>2000 active records 
(storage provisioned) 

WHO ARE THE 
USERS? 

(unique, active and pending)

~ 2,500 Staff members 
> 630 students

> 650 external collaborators 
(other unis, industry partners)

USERS
>2500 unique active users 
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FEEDBACK

Easy to use, useful for collaborative projects with external partners and students 

UQRDM will make our lives easier, with little pain required 

Good to see change in how UQ manages data. 

Support was excellent – able to transfer all my PhD files to RDM. Feel that it will be 
invaluable when working from home or other UQ campuses. 

People seem keen to use UQRDM, despite there usually being some resistance to 
changes like this 



Project NOT People driven

INITIATING A CULTURE CHANGE
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Number of active collaborators by record



LINKING



LINKING

Funding

Ethics

Working 
Data

Output

Archive

IDMP-III MIGRATING DATA TO MANAGED COLLECTIONS

OUTPUT: DATASETS (ESPACE)

ARCHIVE (FOR COMPLIANCE)



UQRDM FUTURE FEATURES

ARCHIVING AND PUBLISHING WORKFLOWS
DATASETS AND ARCHIVE

DRNS
DIGITAL RESEARCH NOTEBOOKS
Updates at https://research.uq.edu.au/rmbt

https://research.uq.edu.au/rmbt












WHAT’S NEXT?
CONTINUE AND CONSOLIDATE

Continue actively facilitated rollout to the rest of UQ

Development work

Complete DataSets and Archives: reproducibility, reputation and 
compliance

Integrate Digital Research Notebooks

Continue supporting international collaborations via eduGAIN

Possible Open Source availability 



Business as usual
Graduate School
Office of Ethics
Office of Research Integrity
Research Computing Centre

Policy review

THE UQRDM IS HERE TO STAY



CHALLENGES



Extra sensitive data – More convincing to do and not just at 
UQ

Towards reproducibility and FAIR: more education, how to 
best package files for re-use?

Keeping the flame alive! (system cannot be static)

CHALLENGES



LESSONS LEARNT

Federating 
energies!

Mix of people. 
Academics, Admin, 
Library, recently 
graduated PhD 
student, Technical 
staff, champions.....



Libguide: https://guides.library.uq.edu.au/for-researchers/uq-research-data-manager

Contact: data@library.uq.edu.au

More information

https://guides.library.uq.edu.au/for-researchers/uq-research-data-manager
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