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Agenda

• Brief intro to OAPEN & DOAB

• Why, who, how?

• What is MEMO?

• How does it work?

• How does it look?

• Examples:
– Comics Grid

– SCELC

• Conclusion

MEMO to shelf



OAPEN Library: A global public library

Launched in 2010

Hosting, distribution, preservation

35,000+ peer-reviewed OA books (full text)

425+ publishers, 75+ languages

Built on open source DSpace 6.0 platform

Preservation in Portico and CLOCKSS

1,600,000+ monthly COUNTER downloads

https://oapen.org

OAPEN promotes and supports the transition to open access for academic books by providing open 
infrastructure services to stakeholders in scholarly communication

https://oapen.org/


Directory of Open Access Books (DOAB)
A community-driven discovery service, providing access to scholarly, peer-reviewed OA books, helping 
users find trusted OA book publishers

Launched in 2013

86,000+ peer-reviewed OA books and chapters

725+ publishers, 95+ languages

Built on open source DSpace 6.0 platform

Metadata freely available (CC0)

Managed alongside OpenEdition

https://doabooks.org

https://doabooks.org/


Mission

• Increase discoverability of peer-reviewed open access (OA) books

• Promote and build trust in OA book publishing

Values

• Not-for-profit and independent (cannot be sold or acquired)

• Guided by POSI principles / self-audit May 2023

OAPEN & DOAB

https://oapen.hypotheses.org/621
https://openscholarlyinfrastructure.org/
https://oapen.hypotheses.org/524


Infrastructure



• Key results and developments from both OAPEN and 
DOAB, including:
o Growth and governance of OAPEN, including the OAPEN Library

o Growth and governance of DOAB

o OAPEN OA Books Toolkit

o Communication activities and stakeholder engagement

o Technical developments and research

o Projects we’re involved in

o A message from our new partner, CERN

o Each organisation’s finances

o Our outlook for 2024

https://oapen.fra1.digitaloceanspaces.com/adc7a6ff5ddf416e8b9d4d71901f7cec.pdf

2023 Stakeholder Report

https://oapen.fra1.digitaloceanspaces.com/adc7a6ff5ddf416e8b9d4d71901f7cec.pdf


Country Downloads (June 2023 - July 2024)

1 United States 3,262,111

2 Germany 2,129,647

3 United Kingdom 1,372,482

4 India 836,277

5 Russian Federation 704,655

6 Australia 579,245

7 Netherlands 530,136

8 Canada 487,763

9 Italy 417,816

10 Philippines 413,942

Usage by country

IRUS-UK data for the OAPEN Library, taken on 1 August 2024



Our metadata is used by



CERN & OAPEN Collaboration
OAPEN and DOAB servers will be hosted by CERN (beginning Q2/2024)



Why, who, how?

Give me all your 
books, but in our 

non-standard 
XML.

Can you provide 10,000 
books in English and 

Spanish? We need a JSON 
file for that. 

We want 10 different sets of 
books, with different subjects 

and languages. Make them 
available in MARCXML and 

KBART, OK?

What is new on 
comics or cartoons? 

Can we show it in 
our journal?

I don’t want 
chapters! Only 
books for my 

catalogue.

I need to update 
our ONIX export. 

AGAIN!!



What is MEMO?

The problem:
– OAPEN users want a specific set of 

titles, delivered in a specific way
– Updating information is currently a 

manual process

The solution:
– Query tool: make any selection you 

want
– Export tool: create any type of export
– Scheduling tool: automatically make 

new updates available

https://xkcd.com/763/

https://xkcd.com/763


How does it work?

• MEMO copies metadata and 
covers from OAPEN Library

• Per client, one or more exports 
are created:
– Selection of titles

– Export format

– Update frequency

– Password protected or freely 
available?

• The client has access to their 
personal MEMO page



How does it look?

The tool is available at
https://memo.oapen.org

https://memo.oapen.org/






Example: Comics Grid

• Selection: 
– All books on comics or cartoons

• Metadata exports:
– RSS

– HTML (simple web page)

• Frequency:
– Weekly updated

• Freely available:
– Yes, shareable links



Example: SCELC

• Selection:
– Two profiles, based on subject and 

language

• Metadata exports:
– KBART

– MARCXML

• Frequency:
– Monthly updated

• Freely available:
– No shared links, password protected



Conclusion

A flexible tool to help solve a 
complex problem.





Benefits for supporting libraries



Library supporter fees

Find more information about supporting OAPEN & DOAB on our website

https://oapen.org/librarians/15963583-support-oapen-libraries


Thank you!

Thank you for your attention. 

Any questions?

Contact Silke Davison, Community Manager: s.davison@oapen.org

More information about supporting us: Support OAPEN - Libraries

OAPEN Dashboard Demo - For Libraries

Access metadata for:
• The OAPEN Library
• DOAB 

Stakeholder reports: Annual Reports

www.oapen.org

www.doabooks.org

www.oabooks-toolkit.org

mailto:s.davison@oapen.org
https://oapen.org/librarians/15963583-support-oapen-libraries
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gACD9lTl8To
https://oapen.org/librarians/15635975-metadata
https://doabooks.org/en/librarians/metadata-harvesting-and-content-dissemination
https://oapen.org/oapen/2972481-annual-reports
http://www.oapen.org/
http://www.doabooks.org/
http://www.oabooks-toolkit.org/
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