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Historical context

ORIGINS OF OPEN ACCESS 
INITIATIVES IN ACADEMIA

EARLY EFFORTS TOWARDS 
OPEN ACCESS PUBLISHING

RECENT EVENTS IMPACTING 
OPEN ACCESS PUBLISHING



The emergence of 
Western Open Books

➢ Contextualising the landscape

➢ Inception of Western Open Books

➢ Alignment with principles



Western Open Books
(it’s not just textbooks)

• Supports the creation and publishing of open 
textbooks for curriculum and microcredentials

• Supports the University’s SDG Goals. Facilitate 
wider application beyond academia and for lifelong 
learning

• Provide students with affordable, targeted, and 
accessible learning materials

• Employs sustainable service design: open textbook 
hosting, copyright advice, design support, 
production and publications support and 
coordinated peer review, promotions and metrics

• Access content online or download for offline use.

https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/sustainable-development


Western Open Books (cont.)

Vision

Objectives

Key stakeholders

https://westernsydney.pressbooks.pub/



Challenges and opportunites

● Creating a space within the 

institution for our authors to 

publish open access

● Providing an equitable, high-

quality publishing service

● Library team approach to 

supporting our authors

https://westernsydney.pressbooks.pub/catalog/

https://westernsydney.pressbooks.pub/catalog/


Challenges and 
opportunites (cont.)

• No time

• Availability of resources and 
support

• Concerns about the quality

• Commercial publishers

• Recognition

https://doi.org/10.26183/yy8m-px66

https://doi.org/10.26183/yy8m-px66


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMVgVoPiak8https://doi.org/10.26183/vsp0-vh04

https://youtu.be/UMVgVoPiak8
https://doi.org/10.26183/vsp0-vh04


Content growth and diversity

➢ Subject coverage

➢ Cultural and linguistic diversity

➢ Geographic representation

➢ Authorship diversity

➢ Inclusivity of perspectives

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://www.flickr.com/photos/17088227@N00/30118072626
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


Quality assurance

RIGOROUS PUBLISHING 

PROCESS

INDEPENDENT PEER REVIEW SUPPORT AND GUIDANCE 

THROUGHOUT THE 

PUBLISHING PROCESS



Accessibility improvements

● Western Open Books provides free worldwide 

access to its content

● The platform is designed to be broadly 

accessible, inclusive, and compatible to all users

● Develop content that makes it accessible and 

inclusive to all users



Technology updates

→ Australian server for Pressbooks

→ Using Google Analytics to supplement 
Western Open Books platform analytics

→ DOI minting using DataCite

→ ‘Sandpit’ guide for user testing

→ Enhanced design and layout: ‘lightbox’ 
feature in McLuhen and TablePress

→ Altmetric Explorer recognition of 
Western Open Books for tracking

From Guilia Forsythe, Flickr



Community engagement

• Lists of forthcoming titles

• Alerts to training and author 

Community of Practice 

opportunities (collaboration) via 

the CAUL OER Collective

• Author testimonials for buy-in 

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=UMVgVoPiak8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMVgVoPiak8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMVgVoPiak8


Usage and impact data

• Western Open Books 
analytics

• Student surveys conducted 
by authors

• ‘Analytics’ section in the 
Western Open Books Quick 
Start Guide



Lessons learned and best practice

Positive outcomes Key success factors Recommendations



Future directions

POTENTIAL TRENDS ANTICIPATED 
DEVELOPMENTS

OPPORTUNITIES



Conclusion

Empowering Empowering individuals to participate

Democratising Democratising access to scholarly literature

Advancing Advancing principles of open access



Questions?
Lucy Walton
Scholarly Publishing Consultant
Western Sydney University Library

Email: l.Walton@westernsydney.edu.au
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