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OAPEN Library – hosting, distributing, 
and preserving 30,000+ peer-reviewed 
OA books from 400+ publishers 

Directory of Open Access Books –
global indexing service of over 75,000  
peer-reviewed OA books from more 
than 600 publishers 

OAPEN OA Books Toolkit – public 
information resource for authors  

OAPEN 
Foundation
 increase discoverability of 

OA books

 promote and build trust in 
OA book publishing

 Transparent, open, community-driven

• POSI guidelines self-audit

 not-for-profit / not-for-sale

https://oabooks-toolkit.org

https://oapen.org

https://doabooks.org

https://openscholarlyinfrastructure.org/
https://oapen.hypotheses.org/524


OA book advantages

 Increased readership, usage, citation
 Wider and more diverse audiences
 Real-world impact and engagement
 Quicker and more lasting impact
 Greater author control

https://oabooks-toolkit.org/lifecycle/article/2250869-why-
publish-an-open-access-book

https://oabooks-toolkit.org/lifecycle/3042319-consider-publishing-options/article/2250869-why-publish-an-open-access-book
https://oabooks-toolkit.org/lifecycle/article/2250869-why-publish-an-open-access-book
https://oabooks-toolkit.org/lifecycle/article/2250869-why-publish-an-open-access-book


OAPEN Library
• Launched in 2010
• 400+ publishers
• 30,000+ open access scholarly books (full text)
• Hosting, distribution, and preservation
• DSpace 6.0

Easy integration with library catalogues
• Metadata feeds in MARCXML, CSV, RIS, 

ONIX, KBART
• OAI-PMH Harvesting
• REST API
• RSS and Atom feeds
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https://doabooks.org

Launched in 2013

Curated index – peer review

75,000+ OA books (CC0 metadata)

Managed together w/ OpenEdition

Open Source - DSpace

https://doabooks.org/


Open Infrastructure for  Scholarly Books





Supporting our stakeholders

OAPEN offers several services 
catered to the needs of libraries, 
publishers, and funders, and 
opportunities to contribute and 
collaborate to our development

Development of new tools such as 
MEMO and Recommender service

Hosting OA books and supporting 
funder mandates

Free daily metadata feeds in a 
variety of formats, directly or 
through knowledge bases

Provision of monthly COUNTER R5 
usage statistics via a personal 
dashboard

Library Working Group on 
Metadata and Annual Meeting 
for Supporting Libraries



Digital preservation

We work with partners to provide 
a stable repository infrastructure 
and digital preservation service for 
our books in the OAPEN Library

• The OAPEN Library and DOAB are built on 

DSpace Open Source infrastructure

• All the books in the OAPEN Library are preserved 

on Portico

• Books from smaller publishers are also preserved 

via CLOCKSS 



DOAB services

DOAB offers two additional, free 
services for libraries and publishers: 
the Peer Review Information Service 
for Monographs (PRISM) and the 
DOAB Trusted Platform Network, 
aimed at increasing trust in OA book 
publishing.



Bibliodiversity

30,000+ (42%) non-English language OA 
books indexed in DOAB

Projects

Language diversity

DOAB in Africa: Address publishers’ equitable 
access to OA distribution channels and 
discovery services
Open Book Futures (OBF)

10,000+ (35%) non-English language OA 
books available for download in the OAPEN 
Library 
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OAPEN Library downloads  by country



Over 1 million 
COUNTER downloads 

per month



THE VIEW FROM DOWN UNDER



What kind of publishing are we doing?

University Press Type

ANU Press Fully OA

UTS ePress Fully OA

University of Adelaide Press Fully OA (operated btwn 2009 – 2018)

Monash University Publishing Hybrid

Sydney University Press Hybrid

Melbourne University Publishing Non-OA

University of Queensland Press Non-OA

University of Auckland Press Non-OA

Otago University Press Non-OA



Australian publishers on OAPEN

17 titles of 71 
(deposited through 
Knowledge Unlatched)

6 titles of 62
(deposited through 
Knowledge Unlatched)



What kind of reading (NZ/Aotearoa version)?

Top 20 titles downloaded from OAPEN by NZ readers between November 2022 – October 2023



What kind of reading (Australian version)?

Top 20 titles downloaded from OAPEN by Australian readers between November 2022 – October 2023



Readership of Australian titles

Publisher Reads Publisher order

ANU Press 8,873 3

University of Adelaide 350 24

Monash University Publishing 138 47

UTS ePress 78 66

TOTAL READS 59,160

Publisher Reads Publisher order

ANU Press 61,102 2

University of Adelaide 5,812 11

Monash University Publishing 4,645 17

UTS ePress 2,999 23

TOTAL READS 393,312

Australia

New Zealand/Aotearoa



Ingest our library into yours

https://www.doabooks.org/en/librarians/metadata-harvesting-and-content-dissemination
https://www.oapen.org/resources/15635975-metadata

https://www.doabooks.org/en/librarians/metadata-harvesting-and-content-dissemination
https://www.oapen.org/resources/15635975-metadata


Well used!
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Statistics from ExLibris for Australian & New Zealand university libraries -
DOAB & OAPEN

>269,000 in one year



Current support from Australasia

SCOSS supporters for 2023

• Massey University 
• QUT
• University of Canterbury
• University of Melbourne
• University of Queensland



Support options

https://www.oapen.org/librarians/15963583-support-oapen-libraries

https://www.oapen.org/librarians/15963583-support-oapen-libraries


Support through SCOSS is still an option

https://scoss.org/how-it-works/current-funding-calls/

https://scoss.org/how-it-works/current-funding-calls/


Most Australian/Aotearoa libraries use our 
library

• Get in touch:
– Auckland University of Technology
– Edith Cowan University
– Deakin University
– Griffith University
– Massey University
– Torrens University
– University of Melbourne
– University of Southern Queensland
– University of Tasmania

• (Assuming Victoria, Newcastle and Lincoln Universities are the local ones?!)



We want to hear
from you.

This presentation is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license
Logos and symbols used in this presentation may be subject to other licences.

Dr Danny Kingsley
d.kingsley@oapen.org

https://oapen.org 
https://doabooks.org

@OAPENbooks | @DOABooks
@dannykay68

Please get in touch!

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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