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I would like to nominate Ross Coleman for the award in 2007.  Ross has had a long career in university libraries most notably at Deakin, Macquarie and Sydney.  During the early part of his career, he specialised in collection development and was instrumental in creating collections which met the current needs of scholars but which also predicted the likely requirements of research and teaching programmes.  Throughout his career, Ross has fostered the development of collections which continue to support effectively a broad range of scholarly enquiry.
His collection development work led Ross to an interest in access to, and preservation of, library materials.  He is recognised nationally and internationally for his work and has served on various advisory bodies including the National Collections Task Force.  Ross gives unstintingly of his time and expertise.  He is a frequent speaker at conferences and seminars.  A consummate collaborator, Ross enjoys the high esteem of colleagues in librarianship as well as within the academic community.  Indeed, one of his greatest strengths is his ability to interact with academics who recognise the extent and value of his knowledge, and the ways in which it complements their expertise.
His endeavours have contributed to the success of the universities in which he worked and also the work of scholars engaged in research and teaching.  Ross is currently the Director of Sydney eScholarship at the University of Sydney.  This was one of the first senior management positions in Australian university libraries dedicated to fostering innovation in digital knowledge management through practical applications in close collaboration with academic staff.  
Ross has been responsible for initiating and managing digital library projects which have contributed to the CAUL goals particularly those related to support for research, teaching and learning.  Beginning in 1996, he was director of the first major ARC funded digitisation project, the Australian Cooperative Digitisation Project, 1840-45.  This project involved collaboration between Sydney, the National Library of Australia and State Library of NSW.  Ross was instrumental in establishing the Sydney Electronic Text and Image Service, re-establishing Sydney University Press and most recently the Sydney eScholarship service.  He was a foundation committee member of the Australian eHumanities Network, is currently a board member of AustLit and the Dictionary of Sydney projects.  Ross is also a member of the Steering Committee of the Australian Partnership for Sustainable Repositories (APSR) and of the Australian Poetry Resources Internet Library (APRIL) project.

Each of the projects has involved partnerships between librarians, technologists and academic staff.  Others, such as the Australian Classic Works project, involved industry partners including the Copyright Agency Ltd, authors and publishers.
Through his commitment to, and advocacy of, the role of libraries in research and education, Ross has contributed significantly to the achievement of the strategic goals of CAUL.  His work over many years has contributed to research, teaching and learning by the development of library collections in both analogue and digital formats.  His contribution as a project director has resulted in the delivery of quality outcomes of lasting value to the educational and cultural life of the nation.  As an advocate for the use of digital technologies for creating, preserving and publishing information, Ross has contributed to the enhanced reputation and influence of librarians.  He has contributed to the acceptance of librarians as essential partners in the research process and their increasing role as facilitators in the communication of scholarly information.
