CAUL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD NOMINATION

I wish to nominate Michele Sabto, Manager, Monash University ePress, for the CAUL Achievement Award 2005.  Monash University ePress was established in 2003 under Michele’s leadership as an initiative that would lead the way in using innovative information technology to publish scholarly material.  Michele has made a significant contribution to the CAUL strategic goal of contributing to research by making research resources widely available.  

In under two years the ePress has published four scholarly journals and two major books, with another currently in press – a major achievement with a team of three  .

1. Establishment of the ePress using innovative technological solutions

In just two years Michele has sought out and acquired and developed a range of software, much of it open source, to build a website which offers state-of-the-art rich functionality for publishing scholarly journals, books and conference proceedings online.  Features include

· Manuscript management software

· Full-text of publication, with user-friendly licences

· Institutional or individual subscription management, or pay by article access

· Alerting services

2. Scholar-friendly publishing informed by library values

Michele has worked closely with scholars at Monash through the ePress Advisory Committee, to develop a self-sustaining publishing model which meets the needs of the research community.  

The press commissions publications that showcase the research and teaching activities of Monash University.  It aims to focus on publishing electronic journals in under-served and emerging disciplines, while maintaining quality through peer review and strong editorial boards for each of its journals.  http://publications.epress.monash.edu/ 

3. Collaboration and knowledge sharing

Since its inception Michele has actively involved representatives from university-based electronic publishing enterprises outside Monash University to ensure best practice.  She has demonstrated a high level initiative in signing agreements with other academic publishers which are mutually beneficial.  Michele has collaborated with Sydney University Press to provide a print on demand facility for books published online by the ePress. Recently Michele initiated the Australian Scholarly Electronic Publishing Group to explore issues and activities in scholarly electronic publishing and to promote and achieve cooperation and collaboration between members, but in particular to advocate on behalf of scholarly electronic publishing in Australia

The ePress has been highly successful in commissioning and publishing works, attracting subscriptions, developing innovative solutions on a shoestring, and collaborating across the sector to the benefit of the research community.  All of this can be attributed to the drive, creativity, outstanding skills and communication of its manager, Michele Sabto.

