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“Cheap, useful, fairly valid.”
	Section
	3 – Management for Best Practice

	Action
	13 Collect and publish statistics on Australasian university library outputs and activities.

18  Review the current CAUL statistical measures – presentation format, usefulness, use and users and present a plan and proposal to CAUL. 

	Responsibility
	Statistics Focus Group / Derek Whitehead

	Time-line
	Ongoing.

	Activity since last report
	Since the last meeting of CAUL (in Apr 2006)

1 The Statistics Focus group has not met.
2 The new statistics website at http://statistics.caul.edu.au has been in operation since 2005, and Cathie Jilovsky has developed a work program incorporating suggested further minor changes to the site.
3 Collection of 2005 data has been completed (as at August 2006) and is currently being held up by the absence of 2005 DEST population data. When this is available, the statistics will be made available; publication of AARL has also, coincidentally, been delayed.
4     In the meantime the 2005 CAUL Statistics have been made available through the CAUL Online Statistics site http://statistics.caul.edu.au without the DEST data. We have added notes to several pages on the website indicating this.

	Achievements since last report
	See above 

	Publicity, reports, publications since last report
	The 2005 CAUL statistics were made available on the CAUL website in mid-August.

	Plan for forthcoming activity
	1 It is likely that the next meeting will be held in Sydney in conjunction with the Online Conference in February. No meeting is currently scheduled.
2 The deemed list is a significant element in the usefulness of the collection statistics.  A statement will be drafted indicating how the deemed list is used in the statistics.

3 The CSFG has agreed that trend analysis of CAUL statistical data should be done, for, say, the past decade, as commissioned research. It agreed to further this proposal and to develop a specification for the work, and selectively seek proposals.

4 Additional measures. The CSFG monitors the need for additional measures and the relevance of existing measures. There was a report at the last meeting.

5 Training in the use of COUNTER standards has been proposed as an Australianised version of a UK training program. It will be discussed at the meeting in Sydney in February.

	Recommendation to CAUL
	That this report be accepted.
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