CAUL Strategic Plan

Report to CAUL 

Author: Derek Whitehead

 (Date: April 2005;  Date of previous report:  Sept 2004)

“Cheap, useful, fairly valid.”

	Section
	3 – Management for Best Practice

	Action
	13 Collect and publish statistics on Australasian university library outputs and activities.

18  Review the current CAUL statistical measures – presentation format, usefulness, use and users and present a plan and proposal to CAUL. 

	Responsibility
	Statistics Focus Group / Derek Whitehead

	Time-line
	Ongoing.

	Activity since last report
	Since the last meeting of CAUL (in Sept 2004)

1 The CAUL Statistics Focus Group met in Sydney on 3 February; Derek Whitehead, Jocelyn Priddey, Diane Costello, David Groenewegen, Cathie Jilovsky, Stephen Gillespie and Isobel Mosley attended; Janice Van de Velde from CASL an observer, and Gehan Aboud an apology..   

2 The redevelopment of the statistics website and functionality should be completed by the time of the CAUL meeting in the first week of April.

3 Data collection for 2004 data will begin in early April 2005, using the new collection methodology.  The 2004 data will include ULA statistics – i.e. reciprocal borrowing data at a national level (loans and registrations); it will also include expenditure on electronic resources.

4 The CSFG will pilot collection of data on e-books, using the COUNTER   draft e-books specification.

5 A draft paper on comparison of data between dual sector universities and single-sector universities will be considered by the CSFG and the Dual Sector Universities Group after Easter.  

6 The CSFG is monitoring the option of collecting new measures for database use - viz. number of logins, number of database searches, and number of full-text retrievals.  CONZUL has reviewed (Nov 2004) their trial collection of this set of e-metrics data; the review recommends that they continue to collect this information.

7 The CASL statistics coordinator, Janice Van de Velde, has attended two meetings of the CSFG and is being copied into CSFG communications.

	Achievements since last report
	See above 

	Publicity, reports, publications
	Minutes of the meeting on 3 February. 

	Plan for forthcoming activity
	1 Offshore students: Determine whether we wish to include this in the 2005 data collection, and if so whether there are any issues.

2 Implement the new format and functionality and send out requests for statistics data in April 2005.

4    Consider an approach to dual sector university reporting – a TAFE deflator – which permits better comparisons between institutions.

	Recommendation
	That this report be accepted.
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