CAUL Strategic Plan

Report to CAUL 

Author: Derek Whitehead

 (Date: August 2003;  Date of previous report:  March 2003)

“Cheap, useful, fairly valid.”

	Section
	3 – Management for Best Practice

	Action
	13 Collect and publish statistics on Australasian university library outputs and activities.

18  Review the current CAUL statistical measures – presentation format, usefulness, use and users and present a plan and proposal to CAUL. 

	Responsibility
	Statistics Focus Group / Derek Whitehead

	Time-line
	Ongoing.

	Activity since last report
	Since the last meeting of CAUL (Sept 2003)

1 CAUL has joined COUNTER, the international organisation aiming to develop a standard international approach to statistics relating to digital materials. 

2 The Statistics Focus Group met on 3 February in conjunction with VALA.  The current members of the Statistics Focus Group are Derek Whitehead, Jocelyn Priddey, Diane Costello, David Groenewegen, Isobel Mosley, Cathie Jilovsky, Stephen Gillespie and Gehan Aboud. 

3 The 2002 data collection was made available on the CAUL web site about the end of August 2003, and in AARL.

4 The CSFG has devised definitions and an approach to collection of several new categories of information relating to online data (number of logins, number of database searches, number of full-text retrievals).  

5 The agreement with CAVAL to manage the statistics collection process has been renewed for a further term.

6 CAVAL has developed a pilot online presentation approach to the CAUL statistics which is intended to provide enhanced functionality.

7 The CSFG is considering of dual sector university reporting and has agreed to produce a TAFE deflator to enable better comparisons.

	Achievements since last report
	See above 

	Publicity, reports, publications since last report
	2003 statistics; Minutes of the meeting on 3 February 2004; CAVAL report to the meeting.

	Plan for forthcoming activity
	1 Request for CAUL 2003 statistics will be sent out much earlier this year – in March 2004.

2 Pilot testing of the proposed new measures will take place in April 2004 with universities, using members of the CSFG.

3 CAVAL and the Statistics Focus Group will develop enhanced software for the CAUL statistics.

	Recommendations to CAUL
	That this report be accepted.
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