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“Cheap, useful, fairly valid.”

Section
3 – Best Practice

Action
19 – Review, collect and publish statistics on Australian university library resources and services

Responsibility
Statistics Focus Group / Derek Whitehead

Time-line
Ongoing.

Activity since last report
Since the last meeting of the Statistics Focus Group (Aug) and CAUL (Sept)

1 Next Generation Statistics for Libraries – Seminar, 20 January 2003 

2 The Statistics Focus Group met on 21 January in Sydney.  All members were able to attend.

3 The CAUL Executive added Jocelyn Priddey as a member of the Group, to represent e-metrics work being done by QULOC on behalf of CEIRC.

4 The CSFG considered a number of changes and clarifications for the 2003 data collection, relating to opening hours, common misinterpretations of definitions, merged services, archives, defining expenditure on e-resources, and the deemed list.  Changes will be incorporated into the 2002 data collection.

5 The CSFG agreed to collect three new categories of information in 2004 for online data:  number of logins, number of database searches, number of full-text retrievals. 

6 A CAUL statistics discussion list has been established.

7 Several proposals have been received for upgrading the functionality of the CAUL statistics site.  They are under consideration, pending consultation with CAUL members regarding their needs.

Achievements since last report
See above

Publicity, reports, publications since last report
1   Papers from the seminar on 20 January are available on the CAUL website.  See http://www.caul.edu.au/stats/#forum2003 



Plan for forthcoming activity
1 The CAUL statistics collection for 2002 data will take place in April.

2 The Group will consult CAUL members regarding the proposed new measures.

3 CAUL members will be surveyed regarding their use of CAUL statistics and preferences for presentation formats, including the functionality they require, what data is used for, how often it is used, how much time is spent manipulating data, and so on.

Recommendations to CAUL
None
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