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	Activity since last report
	CONZUL met on March 19-20 in Wellington for its first meeting of the year.

	Highlights of meeting
	1. Staff movements. Larraine Shepherd has been appointed the new University Librarian at AUT University.
2.  Serial crisis.       There was a long discussion at CONZUL using the ICOLC and ARL statements. We are likely to see declining book purchases in 2009 because of the declining currency rate (US$ 0.54), but of more concern are serials. Forward exchange has covered 2009 renewals, but most (though not all) NZ university libraries will need to begin preparations shortly for very substantial serials cancellations to take effect from the beginning of 2010.

3. CONZULAC (CONZUL’s book purchasing consortium). The current tender expires 12/09. We will need to begin the re-tendering process shortly, but there are concerns at the effect of declining book budgets (both in currency and size) on the rate of discount we are likely to achieve.

4. Newspaper licensing.. After a gap of 5 years, we now have a copyright licensing style agreement with the NZ newspapers proprietors once again.

5. CONZUL sponsored interest group meetings. We have just had a very successful cataloguers’ meeting at the University of Canterbury, which foreshadowed  a number of international changes to cataloguing standards and description methodologies. A meeting of Liaison Librarians at the University of Otago is planned for later in the year.
6. Leadership and training courses for middle level staff. There was feedback from the Horizon course. The MLIS course at Victoria University of Wellington is offering a leadership course under the WISE consortium, and led by Sue Roberts. This starts mid year and is available by distance.
7. The terms of reference for CONZUL as part of the NZVCC have been revised.

8. CONZUL strategic plan. This has been drafted and an annual plan should be issued shortly.

9. The National Librarian, Penny Carnaby, was invited to the meeting to discuss delays in the microfilming of NZ newspapers, the future of the music collections at the National Library, the web harvesting of NZ site (including those of the universities), and access for researchers to the Alexander Turnbull Library (NZ and Pacific heritage materials) when the National Library  building closes mid year for 3 years’ of refurbishing
10. Keitha Booth, State Services Commission, was invited to speak about open access for government information and preservation issues for long-term availability of this material

11. Alison Elliott, Director of Content Services, National Library, visited to speak about storage of low-use research material (in print format).

12. Moira Fraser, Parliamentary Librarian, visited to promote the IFLA Conference in Brisbane, and to speak about the LIANZA remuneration survey, digitization of the A-Js (Appendices to the Journals of the House of Representatives) (this may be taken over as a CONZUL project), and pay equity in the public service ( the new NZ government has ended this process).
13. Strategic Advisory Forum to the National Librarian. The Chair of CONZUL is a member of this advisory group, which met last in early March. Topics discussed at this meeting included the review of music services art the National Library, the Working Group looking at library services to people in prison, the LIANZA remuneration survey, the salary status and the resourcing for librarians in schools, and the CILIP review of the new professional registration process in New Zealand. The MLIS programme reported of a positive impact from the current GFC-better qualified and younger (and more male) applicants for places in the library school.

14. Janet Copsey. Janet was thanked for her  work as Chair of       
CONZUL 2007-2008.



	
	

	Plan for forthcoming activity
	The second CONZUL meeting will be held 15-16 October in Christchurch, immediately after the LIANZA Conference. CAUL colleagues would be very welcome to attend our meeting.
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