CONZUL Report to CAUL 2008/2 Meeting, Darwin, 18-19 September, 2008

1. Staff movements

Ainslie Dewe resigned as University Librarian and Director of Knowledge Management at AUT University at the end of July to take up a new position as University Librarian at Latrobe. Ainslie has made an enormous contribution to CONZUL during her time back in New Zealand. She was also the inaugural Chair of LIAC (Library and Information Advisory Commission), and chaired KRIS, the Kiwi Research Harvester. Ainslie’s position at AUT University has been advertised and is now closed.

Ross Hallett, Collections Manager at the University of Waikato Library, and Acting University Librarian since Annette McNicols’ departure, was appointed as University Librarian from early August.

2. Meetings of CONZUL

CONZUL met using the video conferencing facility of  REANNZ (Research and Education Advanced Network New Zealand Ltd.) on KAREN (the Kiwi Advanced Research and Education Network)   on 27th May, and then for a day’s meeting on July 31st in Auckland. Andrew Wells attended the July meeting on behalf of CAUL.

The next meeting of CONZUL will be at the University of Otago 16-17 October. The first day will focus on heritage (New Zealand and Pacific) collections, and the second day will be a business meeting. We would welcome attendance by CAUL members.

3. CONZUL visit to UK libraries  June 2-13, 2008

This will be a hot topic at CAUL 2008/2, so the detail will be covered elsewhere at this meeting. The tour was to northern English and to Scottish university libraries, followed by the SCONUL conference in Edinburgh. We were pleased to include Australian colleagues on the tour. The tour party was Sue Roberts (Victoria University of Wellington), John Redmayne (Massey), Helen Renwick (Auckland), Sue Pharo (Otago) and Satish Dahya (Facilities Management, Victoria University of Wellington). Our Australian colleagues were Greg Anderson (Newcastle), Jenny Peasley (Macquarie), Philip Kent (Victoria) and Helen Livingston (South Australia)

The SCONUL mid year meeting next year is in Bournemouth. (Bournemouth won the latest SCONUL award for new library buildings).

4. Te Puna Charges

This is our version of Kinetica. There will be a reduction in the cost for 2008-2009 to libraries. This has been partly achieved by a reduction in OCLC fees, but also because the Blackwell’s TOC service will cease from October. CONZUL is negotiating a separate contract with Blackwell’s to continue this service to the universities.

5. Portico/ CLOCKSS

This was a hot topic at the CONZUL meeting in July. Five of the eight university libraries are members of Portico, with two others considering membership. Three of the university libraries are supporting members of CLOCKSS.

6. CAUL/CONZUL Agreement.

This matter arose out of the discussions regarding CEIRC membership at the CAUL meeting in Sydney this year, and was the subject of part of Andrew’s visit to CONZUL in July. An exchange of letters has clarified the wider and ongoing relationship between the two organizations in a very satisfactory manner, and the letters were a very positive way to record this detail for the future.

7. PBRF- research assessment.

The Performance- Based Research Fund has recently been reviewed for the Tertiary Education Commission by Dr. Jonathan Adams of Evidence Ltd.  We have had two PBRF cycles in 2003 and 2006, and the next is due for 2012.  The Adams review is an independent report for the TEC, and “does not represent government or TEC policy”. 

Early indications are that there may be a move from individual “scores” to a score for a group of researchers, although Adams’ overall conclusion is that “the government objectives for the PBRF are being met on most counts and the secondary data analyses of the TEC reveal no undue negative effects”.  He does believe that the Government is only increasing the size of the PBRF funding to match inflation over the next four years, and that this is “disappointing”, as “the PBRF fund may not grow sufficiently to drive the outcomes that policy expects”. 

The report‘s URL is

http://www.tec.govt.nz/upload/downloads/pbrf-report-on-research-evaluation.pdf 
8. EPIC Review

EPIC is the national site licensing programme organised through the National Library of New Zealand. The Australian equivalent is ERA [Electronic Resources Australia].  EPIC has been in existence since 2003, and has been moderately successful. All the universities are members, but with a mixed take-up of the deals offered. There is currently a review being undertaken of EPIC as it has reached its first five years of operation.  
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