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	Section
	Advocacy and Communication

	Action
	Relationships with other organisations – Libraries Australia Advisory Committee

	Responsibility
	Linda Luther and Anne Horn

	Time-line
	ongoing

	Activity since last report
	The Libraries Australia Advisory Committee has held one meeting since the last report; on 19 March 2008.  Papers have been distributed to CAUL members.
OCLC Governance issues – OCLC has determined that there should be an additional regional representative for the Asia Pacific region to the Members Council. It is unclear how this relates to the review of governance that will be completed at the end of June 2008. No advice regarding this was received regarding the election by NLA or by other libraries, who should now be governing members following the agreement that has been signed between NLA and OCLC. Some libraries have received the information and some librarians have nominated. In addition, ballot papers have been issued, and not all libraries have received them. The ballot closes on 31 March There has been a failure by OCLC to recognise its new relationship with Libraries Australia. NLA has provided a list of library contacts to OCLC but there is no evidence that this list has been used for the election process. Advice from the Libraries Australia Advisory Committee was that NLA should contact OCLC to require a recommencement of the nomination process; on the basis that there has been a failure to meet the rule that all those eligible to vote should have had an opportunity to nominate. 

OCLC WorldCat issues – Libraries Australia contacted all libraries who have records on WorldCat regarding loading their records on Libraries Australia. Seven libraries have agreed to their records being loaded. All other libraries advised that their data on WorldCat from is out of date or otherwise of lesser quality than already on Libraries Australia and so should not be loaded. Loading of records from WorldCat has commenced and should be complete in a few weeks. 
Discussions with OCLC have commenced to explore how the existing agreement with NLA might be extended to cover other OCLC services.

ANBD coverage survey – the last survey was undertaken in 2000. The survey is to get an indication of the currency and coverage of the NBD and will discover important gaps in coverage. A pilot survey will be undertaken shortly, followed by the full survey later this year. CAUL libraries are encouraged to nominate for the pilot and to participate in the full survey.

	Achievements since last report
	Libraries Australia has released its Strategic Plan, a Values Statement and a shorter version of the Values Statement ‘Supporting Australian Libraries’ These are available online and print copies will be provided at the meeting.

	Publicity, reports, publications since last report
	A presentation has been developed to show the differences between the free and subscription service for researchers. It will be presented at this meeting and made available on the CAUL website


	Plan for forthcoming activity
	The Libraries Australia forum will be held in Sydney on 23 October 2008 at the Powerhouse Museum. The next Libraries Australia Advisory Committee will be held in conjunction with that.

	CAUL budget implications
	None

	Recommendations to CAUL
	It is recommended that CAUL note the report
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