10 March 2003 

Ms Diane Costello 

Executive Officer, 

Libraries - CAUL 

Dear Ms Costello 

We are working to establish a new advocacy body to represent the interests of researchers and educators working in the Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences sector in Australia. 

CHASS will do for the Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences what FASTS has done for science - offer vigorous representation of your interests to government, industry and the public.  It will organise events in Canberra at Parliament House, and provide a discussion forum for people in the sector. 

The venture is strongly backed by the Academy of the Social Sciences; the Academy of the Humanities; and the Deans of Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities. 

CHASS is in start-up phase.  Seed funding from Minister Brendan Nelson has enabled CHASS to establish an office in Canberra at the Academy of Social Sciences, and employ a Director.  The Minister supports the concept of CHASS because he and the Government recognise the value of a peak council which speaks for the sector. 

Through March, April and May, the new Director of CHASS (Mr Toss Gascoigne) will be visiting all mainland cities to discuss the aims and structure of CHASS with potential members. 

CHASS will be formally established at the inaugural AGM in Canberra on 16 June. 

This meeting will be part of "Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences on the Hill", an opportunity to meet with MPs in Parliament House.  It will enable the sector to take our message straight to the people who make the decisions, through one-on-one meetings with members of Parliament.  More details are on our web site, and registrations will open soon. CHASS can bring a new strength and vigour to the humanities, arts and social sciences.  It is an opportunity to increase the recognition and relevance of our sector in the policy-making process.   There are four things that you can do to be involved: 

1.Subscribe to newsletters and further announcements about CHASS at our website: www.chass.org.au 

2.Discuss your interest with CHASS Director Toss Gascoigne while he is visiting all capital cities in Australia over the next two months.  Ring to make a time, or attend one of the meetings on campus. 

3.Tell your members and your colleagues about CHASS 

4.Register to attend the first "Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences on the Hill" and the inaugural AGM in Canberra on June 15-16 

We invite your support, and would be happy to discuss any CHASS matters with you. 

Yours sincerely  

Iain McCalman (President, Australian Academy of the Humanities) 

Sue Richardson (President, Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia) 

Tom Stannage (Treasurer, Deans of Arts, Social Sciences and Humanities) 

CHASS: The aims 

The humanities, arts and social sciences are critically important to Australia.  They play a key role in the national innovation system and underpin the development of our society, culture and individual identity. 

Through its policies and programs, the Council promotes values of cultural diversity, national wellbeing, societal inclusiveness, environmental respect and liberal scholarship. 

The draft aims of CHASS are: 

· ?To represent the interests of the sector 

· ?To promote the contribution of the sector to government, industry and the public 

· ?To provide a forum for discussion between the humanities, arts and social sciences sectors in Australia 

· ?To build up the innovative capacity of Australia, through better linkages between this sector, and science, engineering and industry  Typical potential policies 

· ?To change the way research outputs are measured 

· ?To establish a new Federal funding program to encourage HASS researchers to plan and work together with industry on innovative solutions and new opportunities in industry 

· ?To improve the quality of educational curricula in HASS at all levels of education, from primary to tertiary 

· ?To work to the acceptance of a fifth national research priority: the strengthening and enhancement of Australian culture and social life 

· ?To gain a greater representation for HASS in the next national statement on innovation (successor to Backing Australia's Ability). 

· ?To map the sector 

Inaugural general meeting 

The inaugural general meeting for CHASS will be held in Canberra on Wednesday 16 June.  This meeting will consider a draft constitution for CHASS, including the aims, structure and subscription basis for membership. 

This meeting will be the final part of a new event for the humanities, arts and social sciences sector.  "Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences on the Hill" will organise one-on-one meetings between Parliamentarians and people working in the sector.  It will be an opportunity for the sector to sell our message directly to the people who make the big funding decisions - members of Parliament. 

The event will include an address to the National Press Club by a leading representative of the sector.  This address will be televised live across Australia by ABC TV.  A draft program will be posted on the CHASS website. 

Membership 

Membership of CHASS will be open to any organisation with an interest in the sector.  Appropriate groups include the Academies of Humanities and Social Sciences; the DASSH Deans, and discipline-based societies. 

Membership for individuals is also being considered. 

Membership will be by subscription, and a draft schedule of subscription rates is being prepared as a guide for potential members.  The subscription rates will be discussed at the inaugural general meeting. 

Learning more about CHASS The newly-appointed Director of CHASS, Toss Gascoigne, will be visiting all mainland cities over the next two months, to discuss the draft aims of the new body.  General meetings at university campuses are being organised with the assistance of the NTEU on the following dates: 

Brisbane 15-17 March  

Melbourne 29-31 March 

Hobart  1-2 April or 5-6 April 

Sydney 21-23 April 

Adelaide 4-5 May 

Perth  6-7 May 

Mr Gascoigne would be pleased to meet with other groups or individuals during his visits, and may be contacted directly at: 

director@chass.org.au 

Phone (02) 6249 1995 

0408 704 442. 

Further information about CHASS is progressively being posted at our website, and you can register there to be sent releases and newsletters: www.chass.org.au  

