Draft Proposal for

Türk-ANZAC Research Libraries Conference

Johnies and Mehmets side by side: 

Collaborative application of technology in research and academic libraries

18th March University 

Çanakkale, Turkey 

24-30 April 2006 

Where: 
Gallipoli and 18th March University, Çanakkale 

Who: 

Australian, New Zealand and Turkish librarians

Theme: 
Johnies and Mehmets side by side: collaborative application of technology in research and academic libraries 

The theme has been inspired by a statement by Mustafa Kemal Atatürk about the ANZACs which was given on his behalf by Şükrü Kaya, Minister of the Interior, at the Quins Post Cemetery in 1934 and inscribed on the Gallipoli Fountains of Honour, Brisbane:

“Those heroes that shed their blood and lost their lives … You are now lying in the soil of a friendly country; therefore rest in peace.  There is no difference between the Johnies and the Mehmets to us where they lie side by side here, in this country of ours … You, the mothers who sent their sons from far away countries; wipe away your tears.  Your sons are now lying in our bosom and are in peace.  After having lost their lives on this land, they have become our sons as well.”

Purpose: 
A meeting of minds, sharing of experience and expertise and exchange of knowledge in the use of technology to advance academic and research libraries.

Conference themes:

Digital content: digitisation, epublishing and erepositories

Digital access:  digital objects, metadata and resource discovery

Digital service: ‘invisible’ clients, multiskilled staff and integration

Format: 


Monday 24 April: Opening, conference sessions and commencement dinner

Tuesday 25 April:  ANZAC Dawn Service and visit to the Gallipoli battlefield, launch of Türk-ANZAC Commemorative Digitisation Project.

Wednesday 26 April:  Workshop

Thursday 27 April: Conference Sessions and closing dinner.

Friday 28 – Sunday 30 April:  Study tour to Troy, Library at Ephesus, Universities in Izmir and ??

Conference workshop suggestions:

Digitization

Establishing e-archives and epublishing

Benchmarking

Interactive e-learning software and its applications

Social program

See above 

Trade Exhibit 

Depends on Turks as they would have to organise it

Tours

See above plus optional tours before or after to Istanbul and beyond – suggest these be provided by a tour company.

Organising Committees:



Because of the tri-national nature of this conference it is proposed to have an organisational structure consisting of three committees: 

· a committee of Turkish university and research libraries

· a joint Australian & New Zealand committee led by CAUL & CONZUL but with representatives of other relevant organisations such as the Australian War Memorial

· a Türk-ANZAC coordinating committee consisting of representatives of the other two committees.

Sponsors: 
ALIA, IFLA, NLA, Australian War Memorial, ScreenSound Australia, Australian Department of Veterans’ Affairs ?? and Turkish sponsors and commercial sponsors.
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