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Section
Best practice

Action
14  Collect and publish statistics on Australian university library resources and services 

Responsibility
CAUL Statistics Focus Group

Time-line
Ongoing

Activity since last report
Focus Group Meeting 20 March 2001, 4 September 2001

Teleconferences and email discussion to clarify changes to data collection, compile ‘deemed list’ of electronic titles in aggregations/publisher packages and monitor consistency of statistical returns

Achievements since last report
Reporting of new categories (especially electronic resources) has become more reliable but still requires checking back with many libraries to verify data

Publicity, reports, publications since last report
Instructions for completing the spreadsheets

Deemed list of electronic resources

Plan for forthcoming activity
CAVAL to contact those libraries with obvious inconsistencies to request that the data is checked, in particular columns 35-41. Also to correct misuse of CP (can’t provide) 

A small group of library staff with experience of electronic resources to be invited to work with Diane Costello on a revised ‘deemed list’ to be used in the collection of 2001 data

Focus Group to revise wording in the instructions where it appeared to create ambiguities

Introduction (in AARL) to highlight the significant changes which have been introduced. Website also to be updated.

Layout to be changed to allow easier reading of the headings (horizontal rather than vertical)

The introduction of an interactive website to be investigated by CAVAL

Focus Group to meet at end of November 2001 to prepare survey for 2001 data, ready to be circulated at end of January 2002

Recommendations to CAUL
1. Printed publication to be held over until integrity of the data has improved

2. CAUL to allocate funding ($2000 approx) to cover the additional costs to CAVAL of contacting libraries with anomalous data

3. Collection of data on electronic usage to be reviewed during the coming year for possible inclusion in 2002 data (collected in 2003)
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