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Authentication Project Meeting 2002/1

University of New South Wales Library (Room 510)

Wednesday, January 16, 2002

from 10.30 am

Minutes
1. Attendance & Apologies. 

Andrew Wells(UNSW, Chair), Neil McLean (IMS Australia), Edward Lim (Monash), Barbara Paton (La Trobe), Earle Gow (La Trobe), Nick Tate (UQ – representing CAUDIT), Vic Elliott (University of Tasmania), Keith Burston (UNSW – Communications Unit), Alex Byrne (UTS), Geoff Hort (UNSW – Communications Unit), Rebecca Pallavicini (Acting CAUL Executive Officer)
2.
Project Inception

The Chair welcomed members to the meeting and provided a brief overview of the project to date, referring to two pre-circulated background papers.  It was noted that the current project is not the original submission to RIEF.  The funding received for the current project was in fact considerably less than the original bid and the scope was subsequently revised in light of that funding.  The last report to CAUL was made in late 1999.

3.
Progress 2000-2001 (UNSW)

Keith Burston provided an overview of the background to the prototype development speaking to a circulated report: “CAUL/CAUDIT Management of Access to Networked Information Resources (User Authentication) Project – Prototype Development Final Report.”  Full details of the prototype are available in the report.  The prototype design which is now available for testing dates from late 1999.

Simsion Bowles Associates were originally approached to carry out modelling of an access management system.  The project team did not find the results beneficial as they concentrated on a system design and not the analysis.  At that time it was agreed that the team would develop its own design and develop a prototype system which would then be available for testing.  UNSW staff were made available to develop the prototype but a range of staffing issues intervened resulting in the fact that the prototype is 90% complete with informal first round testing done in-house.  UNSW no longer has the staffing resources to allocate to this project.

In short, the prototype has been developed to restrict access to licensed resources through an interface to supplier and institutions.  The original costing for the proposal was based on the UK Athens system.  The project team sought a distributed system, preferring to use the established authentication systems in each university.  A further key component was the need for users to browse seamlessly between resources.

The final testbed result is web based and requires ‘cookies’ to be enabled.  Authentication is at the local level and authorisation could be built in if this is required at a later date.  The browser of the user is given a token which is then received by the supplier thereby granting access to the relevant resource.  Should the user then need to access a separate resource another token is issued by a specific purpose central server, but this is seamless for the user.

A further option that could be built into the prototype is finer grain access control enabling further communication between the access manager and the supplier, eg. for sub-site licence access or per user charging mechanism.

Currently each individual vendor would need to accept the system.  In summation it was noted that Australian universities do not have the infrastructure available to develop prototype systems such as this efficiently and if the sector wishes to pursue the developed prototype a different focus will be needed.

4.
Financial Matters

The above mentioned report outlines a full list of expenditure to date totalling $116,854.70.  Total expenditure by UNSW to be invoiced to CAUL is $78,729.70.  Approximately $50,000 remains unspent.  It was noted that the unspent funds could be requested at anytime by DETYA.  (Action: A Wells to invoice CAUL for UNSW expenditure)
5.
Future Action

The committee noted that the prototype so far developed dates from late 1999 and that while the basic requirement remains, technology has moved forward.  To proceed to final testing and development modifications would require further resources to be allocated to the project.  It was also noted that the project was only funded at one-fifth of the original amount and that other projects that could benefit from the ideas generated in this project have commenced since the prototype inception, such as AARLIN and COLIS.

It was agreed that given the above, that further development and subsequent allocation of resources was not warranted.  However, a course of action was recommended to provide access to the software development.

· Consultation with WALAP, COLIS, CAUDIT and the CAUL Executive about the proposed finalisation of this project;

· Final report to be written: Action: A Wells;

· The project results to be distributed to major bodies of interest;

· Software to be made available to all institutions;

· Information to be disseminated in the ‘hot-topics’ section of the upcoming 20 February NCODE-FLA workshop.

Further to the above it was agreed that unspent funds should be utilised for further cross-fertilisation and dissemination of information with other ongoing projects through a workshop.  It was further agreed that such a workshop should be extended to include industry partners / suppliers with the specific view of discussing the adoption of standards.  Action: CAUL/CAUDIT to organise workshop.
A final report will be available for the joint CAUL/CAUDIT meeting of 21 February 2002.

Given that there was no further business the meeting concluded at 11.45 am.

A draft agenda for the Working Group is included at Appendix I.

Copies of “CAUL/CAUDIT Management of Access to Networked Information Resources (User Authentication) Project – Prototype Development Final Report”  available through the CAUL office.

(updated dmc020311)
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Authentication Project Meeting 2002/1

Meeting

University of New South Wales Library 

Room 510

Wednesday, January 16, 2002

10.30 am – 1.30 pm

AGENDA
1. Project Inception (UNSW)

Two background documents are attached.  The revised project plan (January 1999) outlines the proposed phases. The project was revised in response to limited RIEF funding. The report to CAUL (November 1999) describes changes to the plan decided in 1999, and the commissioning of consultants (Simsion Bowles Associates) to carry out modelling of an access management system.

2. Simsion Bowles Associate report (UNSW)

This was issued in October 1999.  If attendees want a copy, please contact Andrew Wells (a.wells@unsw.edu.au).  It is 47 pages long.

3. Progress 2000-2001 (UNSW)

An oral report will  be provided outlining development and testing of a prototype system.

4. Financial matters (UNSW)

5. Future action

Discussion will include consideration of current need for a national access management system; information about other projects and services (COLIS, ATHENS, AARLIN, international developments); decision on whether to proceed or discontinue; discussion on whether prototype can be used in other projects)

A sandwich lunch will be provided.
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