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Vision

A draft vision for Kinetica was discussed.

It was agreed that Kinetica “...will provide access for Australians to all significant Australian overseas publications by enabling Australian libraries to work collaboratively to share their resources in an environment that inspires innovations and efficiencies”.

It was agreed that planning for further development of Kinetica should include more general access to Kinetica by individual users.  This linkage is to other services to facilitate the delivery of materials.

It was noted that a business and financial model appropriate to the new environment will need to be developed.

Charges

It was noted that the charges for 2002-2003 which will be announced in April will include a price increase.

The committee accepted that this price increase is necessary given that revenue is reducing and that previous price increases have been below the CPI.

It was noted that the National Library will continue to meet the costs of corporate overheads, that action had already been taken to reduce costs and that further action will be taken where appropriate.

It was also agreed to form a working group, of which I am a member, to review the charging structure and consider possible new models for charging.

Table of Contents Data

The National Library has had preliminary discussions with Blackwells about a new approach to the provision of Table of Contents data.

The National Library will provide libraries who indicated that they might be prepared to pay for TOC data with details of what it would cost.

Kinetica Status

New Ariel 3.01 software has been received and distributed.

A Kinetica Document Delivery Committee has been established.

The Kinetica web has been previewed; feedback has been used to improve the service.

The NCJK database is growing; new Millennium software is in use.

The CURL database and OCLC WorldCat will be added in April.

Help Desk System

Software has been installed for tracking help desk enquiries.

Review

A review of Kinetica was done for the National Library Council.  It is planned to extend the contract for the current system to the end of 2005.  The Kinetica Advisory Committee has previously indicated its support for this move given the need for system continuity and time to plan for any new system.

The National Library of Canada has introduced some software enhancements which have benefited the National Library’s users of software.  The British Library is no longer planning to use the Amicus software however this will not affect the National Library of Australia use of Amicus; the British Library were contracted with a different supplier and were taking a different approach to the use of the software.

Suppliers Workshop
The National Library held a Resource Sharing Interfaces Workshop in February which was attended by library systems vendors, book and serial suppliers and representative librarians.  The workshop was organised to provide an opportunity to discuss how library services are provided and how work flows have changed and are expected to change over the coming years.

The National Library is investigating the possibility of supporting new developments that were discussed at the workshop including the “pass through” model where bibliographic and order data are sent from the library supplier to the library via the NBD, the use of XML to support the exchange of data and the use of Z39.50 extended services to update the NBD.

Inter-library Loan Payments
The National Library has carried out further work on the administrative costs associated with different payment methods for inter-library lending including examination of University of South Australia costs.

This survey confirms that the Kinetica document delivery payment scheme is the lowest cost method both for the National Library and for other libraries.

Electronic Resources
Data are being loaded from a number of e-collection aggregators.  Libraries will be able to purchase records and add holdings.

An Expert Advisory Committee has been established.

Guidelines for cataloguing e-resources will be drawn up.

Microform Collections
49 microform collections are now represented on the NBD.  Most have been purchased as part of the ARC funded European microforms project.

Another survey is planned in the near future to establish any new priorities.

Quality
A number of maintenance tasks have been performed on the NBD to improve the quality of existing records and indexes.

Improvements have been made to the batch loading service and refinements have been made to the Kinetica matching program.

Authority Records
The Expert Advisory Group has conducted surveys to determine issues relating to the needs of Kinetica customers; Kinetica clients and local systems vendors have been surveyed.

These issues will now be considered in terms of what is feasible technically and a report provided to the Kinetica Advisory Committee August meeting.

Subject Headings
The Subject Headings Review Panel has been focusing on implementing terms for names of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and their languages on the NBD.

Access to Scientific Journals in Australian Libraries
A report has been produced by Neville Fletcher of the Australian Library Collections Task Force.

The report surveys the state of Australian library journal subscriptions in Physics and in Molecular Biology.

The report primarily looked at print.  Concerns are expressed about continuity of access and archival reliability in relation to electronic journals.

Annual Users Meeting
The Kinetica Annual Users Meeting will be held in Sydney on 8 and 9 August 2002.  The next meeting of the Kinetica Advisory Committee on 7 and 9 August.

End User Access to Kinetica
The results of the recent survey of end user access of Kinetica indicate that 22 university libraries now offer end user access.  11 universities reported use of end user access in the year 2000.

While this is a significant increase, it should be borne in mind that many libraries are offering only a limited form of end user access.

Some libraries stated that impediments to end user access were the lack of what they regarded as a user friendly interface and the costs of end user access.
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