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	Section
	Information Literacy working group

	Action
	

	Responsibility
	Margaret Appleton (Coordinator/chair)

	Time-line
	ongoing

	Activity since last report
	· Establishing CAUL Information Literacy Working Group

· CAUL IL Assessment project

· IL Standards/Framework

· ANZIIL

	Achievements since last report
	

	Publicity, reports, publications since last report
	

	Plan for forthcoming activity
	

	Recommendations to CAUL
	1. That the two projects outlined in the attached report be supported by CAUL.

2. Information Literacy Standards (2nd edition) – see recommendation in report.

3. CAUL IL Assessment project – see recommendation in report


CAUL INFORMATION LITERACY WORKING GROUP

September 2003

Report to CAUL

Membership of the Working Group:

Bernie Lingham (Deakin); Charmian Eckersley (Newcastle); Leticia Medwell (for Heather Pearsall, ACU); Irene Doskatsch (Univ. SA); Julia Leong (UNE); Margaret Henty (ANU); Ruth Quinn (NTU); Susan Bray (Univ.Melb.); Valma Datson (VU); Wendy Abbott (Bond); Vivienne Bernath (Monash); Deirdre Gillespie (RMIT); Deb Turnbull (UQ); Heather Pearsall (ACU); Judy Peacock (QUT); Liz Curach (UWS); Margaret Appleton (Chair, CQU);

The working group’s objectives are to -

(a) provide advice to CAUL on information literacy and related issues; 
(b) assist in the development of an assessment instrument for information literacy; 
(c) develop appropriate measures for evaluating information literacy programs within university libraries; 
(d) seek opportunities for CAUL to promote the inclusion of information literacy and related generic attributes in teaching and learning; and 
(e) liaise on behalf of CAUL with other groups working in the area of information literacy.  

1. Report on Teleconference (13.8.03):

The first meeting of the group considered a range of suggestions for possible projects for the group.  

The group seeks the support of CAUL to pursue the following two projects:

i.  "The educative role of academic librarians; the perceived importance of pedagogic knowledge and skills to university library employers" The project is a survey to explore the perceived importance of pedagogic knowledge and skills to university library employers.  The hypothesis is that in the university sector teaching competencies enhance the chances of librarians gaining positions involving educative responsibilities. [Irene Doskatsch]
Discussion:  This project will 

· assist in informing libraries for CPD directions 

· inform library educators and

· ensure job descriptions appropriately reflect duties.

ii.   Investigate the development of a 'best practice' document   (based on the ACRL document)    http://www.ala.org/Content/NavigationMenu/ACRL/Standards_and_Guidelines/Characteristics_of_Programs_of_Information_Literacy_that_Illustrate_Best_Practices.htm        [Vivienne Bernath]                                                                                                                                                  

Discussion:  This project was strongly supported by a majority of the w.g. members.  It was achievable with a practical application. Wendy Abbott reported that Bond Univ. is using the ACRL document to prepare documentation for the AUQUA audit.  The ACRL document could be adapted for Australian academic libraries.

2. Information Literacy Standards (2nd Edition)

The second edition of the standards will have the title: “The Australian/New Zealand Information Literacy Framework: Principles, Standards & Practice.”

The publication will include new sections:

An overview of IL in Aust. & NZ

Case Studies of how libraries are using the standards

Methods of Assessment: curriculum alignment

Information Literacy and professional development

The draft of the ‘framework’ has been circulated to CAUL members for comment by 19 September.  The editorial panel will incorporate suggestions as appropriate and it is hoped that the final document will be ready for printing by the end of September.  

Recommendation to CAUL:

The working group recommends that CAUL endorse the ‘Australian/New Zealand Information Literacy Framework: Principles, Standards and Practice’ (subject to consideration of comments provided by 19th September to the editorial panel). 

This edition with endorsement by CAUL and CONZUL will be printed and distributed by ANZIIL. 

The editorial panel is:

Margaret Appleton, CQU; Ralph Catts, UNE; Debbie Orr, CQU; Judy Peacock, QUT; Linden Fairbairn, Univ. Syd; Dee Gillespie, RMIT; Suzanne Lipu, Univ. Wollongong; Mandy Lupton, ANU; Lesley Ngatai, UNSW; Irene Doskatsch, UniSA; Rosanne Jatania, Univ. Waikato; Theresa Graham, Univ.Cantebury; Margaret Jenner, Bay of Plenty Polytech.; Richard Wartho, Univ.Otago.

3. CAUL IL Assessment research project

This project has been coordinated by a working party which consists of members who are now members of this working group.  It is envisaged that the research project group will be a sub-group reporting to this w.g.

Current status of the project:  Dr. Ralph Catts is currently analysing data collected at six institutions in 2002.  He has written the manual for the assessment tool.  The first chapter ‘Purposes for which CAUL IL Assessment Tool is designed’ is attached.  The measurement instrument will consist of a technical manual plus two sets of items.  The first set of items will be a ‘secure’ set which are to be used only for formal measurement purposes (managed by a designated project leader at each institution).  The second set can be used for diagnostic tools or quizzes etc.  Institutions purchasing the instrument will be required to sign an agreement to keep the items secure. Dr. Catts will be conducting a workshop at the ANZIIL symposium 4/5 December at Hamilton, NZ, on the use of the assessment tool.  A copy of Dr Catts’ introductory chapter for the manual is attached.  This outlines the purpose and use of the instrument.  

Recommendation to CAUL:

It is recommended that the measurement tool be printed and marketed through CAUL.  CAUL members should have free or ‘at cost’ access.  CAUL will hold the copyright, and Dr Catts will have free rights to publish material based on the instrument and to use the instrument.
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