Hot Topics -  INFORMATION LITERACY
Issues for discussion/clarification:

· Organisational roles – ANZIIL, CAUL, ALIA

ANZIIL was initiated by USA and endorsed by CAUL to 

Support organisations, institutions and individuals in the promotion of information literacy and, in particular, the embedding of information literacy within the total educational process.

Aimed primarily at higher education, ANZIIL will be launched as an organisation at the Educause conference on 7th May.  University and VET sector libraries in Australia and New Zealand will be invited to take membership in the Institute.  The Institute will provide professional development opportunities, encourage research in information literacy development and promote the embedment of information literacy in teaching and learning.  Activities for 2003 include;

· Revision of the IL Standards workshop (Sydney, January)

· Symposium No. 1 (2 days)

· Day 1  -  Workshop on research 

· Day 2  -  Information Literacy – power of the Standards

ALIA Information Literacy Forum has a cross-sectoral lobby role.

· CAUL Information Literacy Assessment project

This project sponsored by CAUL is researching the development of an IL assessment instrument that can be used to measure the effectiveness of institutional programs and models of delivery for IL programs.  Progress to date has been much slower than expected.  Do we continue with this project?  Participating institutions contributed considerable resources as well as the funding received from CAUL.  [Issues: Dependence on the principal researcher; lack of adequate funding; ]

· CAUL/CAUDIT/ACODE working group on IT Literacy

In 2003 the executives of the three organisations set up a working party to investigate issues of IT Literacy (Margaret Appleton was asked to be CAUL’s representative).  A workshop prior to Educause has been organised – “E-literacy – It’s time to place a peg in the ground”.

· Australian Information Literacy Standards 

The standards, based on the ACRL standards and drafted from contributions at an information literacy conference sponsored by USA, were endorsed and published by USA on behalf of CAUL in 2001.  The standards were revised at a workshop held in Sydney in January 2003 and are currently being edited.  ANZIIL has facilitated this process by sponsoring the workshop to rewrite them.  
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