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Response

The Council of Australian University Librarians (CAUL) is pleased to have the opportunity to contribute to the National Cultural Policy Discussion Paper. 
Response to specific questions: 

Do you agree to your submission being made publicly available on the www.culture.arts.gov.au website?*

Yes

1.
About you or your organisation

The Council of Australian University Librarians (CAUL) seeks to ensure a common voice and representation for all university libraries, provide a forum for discussion, and promote common interests.

Membership of CAUL is open to the University Librarian or equivalent of institutions which have representation on Universities Australia.

CAUL’s mission is:

To support CAUL members in the achievement of their objectives, especially the provision of access to, and training in the use of, scholarly information, leadership in the management of information and contribution to the university experience. 

In pursuit of this mission CAUL develops a national perspective on issues relevant to university libraries, provides a forum for discussion and collaboration and works to promote common interests.

2.
Do you support the development of a National Cultural Policy, and why? 

Yes, because the protection of our cultural heritage cannot be left to the "the market."  Until a culture of philanthropy is better developed, the government and national institutions, including universities, must ensure that resources are most efficiently harnessed and support provided where appropriate in preserving and making accessible this heritage." 

3.
What are your views about each of the four goals?

GOAL 1: To ensure that what the Government supports — and how this support is provided — reflects the diversity of a 21st century Australia, and protects and supports Indigenous culture

CAUL supports this goal. The diversity of a 21st century Australia will be promoted, in part, by digitisation of its cultural heritage, including indigenous culture, where appropriate.

The Background section (p.3-4) asks “How does the Australian Government Support Arts and Culture” and notes that:

     “The Government also funds national collecting institutions which perform a central role in preserving and making Australia’s art and culture accessible. These institutions have traditionally centred their activities on collections management which includes documentation, conservation and exhibition. However, changing community expectations of access and service have created additional areas of common interest, including education, interpretation, regional delivery and digitisation of collections” p.3

The university libraries also hold significant collections of both Australian material and material of relevance to Australian art and culture (e.g. musical scores), which are candidates for increased accessibility to the Australian community through digitisation.

GOAL 2: To encourage the use of emerging technologies and new ideas that support the development of new artworks and the creative industries, and that enable more people to access and participate in arts and culture

CAUL works closely with the Australian National Data Service, ANDS, in supporting greater connections between the cultural industries and researchers: "The landmark Museum Metadata Exchange (MME) digital program is reaching the end of its initial phase, with close to 1,000 collection descriptions ready for upload to Research Data Australia. The result of a close collaboration between the Council of Australasian Museum Directors (CAMD) and Museums Australia (MA), the project has been hosted by the Powerhouse Museum and funded by the Australian National Data Service (ANDS) under the National Research Infrastructure Strategy Program and the Super Science Initiative."

GOAL 3: To support excellence and world-class endeavour, and strengthen the role that the arts play in telling Australian stories both here and overseas

CAUL supports this goal and the importance of providing access to Australian stories both here and overseas.

University libraries promote engagement with their collections through exhibitions and support cultural activity through such initiatives as AustLit and Design and Art Australia Online, amongst other things. 

GOAL 4: To increase and strengthen the capacity of the arts to contribute to our society and economy
4.
What strategies do you think we could use to achieve each of the four goals?

CAUL recommends that there should be a national conversation about the model or models that should be adopted to meet the Government’s aims for a digitisation capability. The first and most important issue to be resolved is whether a distributed/institutional model is preferred, or a collection-centric model, or a centres of excellence model. The governance relating to these three models would be quite different.

CAUL recommends that potential barriers to this enhanced accessibility of collections be addressed by all relevant government portfolios, such as Attorney-General's (copyright), DFAT (trade agreements / IP conditions), OAIC (privacy), etc

5.
How can you, your organisation or sector contribute to the goals and strategies of the National Cultural Policy?

CAUL is conducting a survey to assess the extent of digitisation already undertaken in Australian University Libraries and to identify opportunities and plans for future activity.

6 
Are there any other goals you would like to see included in the National Cultural Policy?

No.
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