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Background
The Council of Australian University Librarians (CAUL) is comprised of the university librarians or library directors of all Australian universities. CAUL’s mission is to support its members in the achievement of their objectives, which increasingly includes providing leadership within Australian universities in the provision of data management services and strategies. Almost all CAUL members manage institutional repositories for the stewardship of digital assets, and many are actively engaged in Australian National Data Service (ANDS) programs and activities.

Response
CAUL wishes to comment on a number of issues it sees as being critical to the success of data storage services, regardless of the data storage option or options chosen. Please note that CAUL has consulted ANDS in the preparation of this response, and there is, accordingly, some overlap of views.
· The concentration on research data inputs is of concern. All researchers working at a publicly funded research organisations have data management and storage requirements, most of which would not be addressed by the options as outlined. In addition, it is difficult to know how “inputs” would be defined, as one researcher’s outputs are another’s inputs. In CAUL’s view it would be better to consider provision of research data storage requirements in toto, including raw, refined or published data.
· Any data storage solution should:
· be easy to use – as easy as an extra drive on a file system, or a simple web service;
· be easily incorporated into institutional data management policies and practices;
· be easily integrated with metadata capture services;
· enable routine persistent identification of the data;

· contain data that is appropriately licensed, preferably using Creative Commons conventions; and

· encourage and support open access to its data.

· CAUL supports ANDS’ view that data that is stored should be described in Research Data Australia.
· CAUL is concerned about the sustainability of the options detailed in the discussion paper, particularly given the short term nature of the funding on offer. Without wishing to preclude central or national data storage options, CAUL would also like to see encouragement to individual institutions to implement data storage solutions that support access to data and collaboration.

· With regard to governance mechanisms, CAUL recommends that an expert data management perspective be included in any committee or board established to oversee this initiative. CAUL would be able to give advice on representation, especially on the national and state levels.
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