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	Recommendation

CAUL is requested to note the interim report of the CAUL-AAF Working Group (attached).



	Issue

Impact on Library services of the migration from EZProxy and similar authentication services to Shibboleth as a result of membership of the Australian Access Federation.

	

	Background

At the CAUL meeting in September 2010, a number of questions were raised about how membership of the Australian Access Federation (AAF) and the introduction of Shibboleth as the authentication method for access to library resources, would impact on libraries and library services.  It was agreed to establish a working group to work with the AAF on clarifying the issues already raised.
A number of universities offered to participate and Dr Grace Saw from Bond University was invited to chair the group.


	Rationale

EZProxy and similar tools have served libraries well by providing IP based authentication access to users off-campus. Increasing complexity of the web environment and services means that EZProxy is no longer always effective with some services not available or not suitable for this method of authentication.


	Consultation

An initial background meeting was held between Heath Marks and Terry Smith from AAF, Dianne Costello (by phone), Dr Grace Saw and Carolyn McDonald to improve understanding of what membership of AAF offers, and how Shibboleth works.  Following this meeting, a discussion paper was distributed to Working Group members, which included some FAQs and responses. (This discussion paper is attached). The issues identified in the discussion paper were provided to Working Group members on a shared Google Docs site and input invited. A teleconference was then held on 16th February between all members of the Working Group, as well as Heath Marks and Terry Smith from AAF, where the issues were discussed. Following the teleconference, a summary of the discussion was shared amongst members and further feedback was invited. 


	Attachments

Attachment 1 Report of the CAUL-AAF Working Group
Attachment 2 CAUL-AAF Working Group Discussion Paper

	

	Requests for Further Information

Dr Grace Saw


CAUL Meeting Report pro-forma – updated 26 August 2010


