AL©C

Australian Libraries Copyright Committee
           PO Box E202 Kingston ACT 2604
Ms Diane Costello

Executive Officer

Council of Australian University Librarians 

LPO Box 169

Australian National University

CANBERRA ACT 2601

14 March 2006
Dear ALCC Member/Supporter

The ALCC wishes to thank you for your support throughout the past year, and seeks your ongoing support in 2006.  

In 2005, the copyright policy arena continued to hold many challenges for libraries and their users. Implementation of the Australia – US Free Trade Agreement (AUSFTA) was a matter of priority for the Government, and a number of key copyright law changes were proposed via consultative processes, including;

· the possible extension of the exceptions to copyright infringement available to both institutions and their users;

· the possible extension of the application of the ‘safe-harbour’ scheme for Internet Service Providers (ISPs) to online service providers, including libraries;

· the implementation of new exceptions to the general ban on circumvention of technological protection measures as required by the AUSFTA

The ALCC engaged extensively in these consultative processes, and has continued its lobbying on behalf of libraries and their users via submission writing, meetings with Government officials, and appearances before Government inquiries. The ALCC’s major activities can be viewed on its website at www.digital.org.au/alcc
The ALCC is pleased to report that it has enjoyed a successful year and a number of positive results from its contributions to these inquiries. After a successful intervention in the High Court case of Stevens v. Sony in February of 2005, the High Court in October of 2005, handed down a unanimous decision upholding the interests of users, and emphasising the importance of balance in the copyright debate. This landmark decision discussed the legal implications of many issues of importance to the ALCC, including the implications of the relation between the fair dealing provisions and the anti-circumvention provisions of the Copyright Act to user groups.  Additionally, the ALCC’s involvement upheld its profile as a pro-active and valuable public interest body in the copyright arena.
As predicted, the combination of this decision with the submissions of user interests, including the ALCC, to the House of Representatives Standing Committee on Legal and Constitutions Affairs (LACA Committee), in turn lead to a very favourable report by the LACA Committee, recommending that Australia retain extensive library exceptions to the ban on circumventing ‘technological protection measures’ (TPMs) in its implementation of Article 17.4.7 of the AUSFTA which Australia is required to implement prior to 1 January 2007. 

On a more practical level, in response to members’ needs, the ALCC in 2005 began presenting its updated copyright training seminars to members, providing them with information of recent copyright law amendments, together with practical implications of the changes. 

2006 again holds many challenges for libraries and their users, and ‘user’ groups in the copyright debate generally. Whilst the LACA Committee report is very positive, the ALCC will have an important role in urging the implementation of this report by Government. The Government has also recently suggested that it may hold a review in relation to the issue of ‘orphaned’ works in libraries and cultural institutions.  If the Attorney-General approves the conducting of such a review, given the importance and scope of this problem to the members of the ALCC, it would be dealt with as a matter of priority by the ALCC.

Once again, the ALCC wishes to thank your organisation for its consistent support and would be grateful for your ongoing support throughout 2006.

Best wishes

Tom Cochrane

Chair, Australian Libraries’ Copyright Committee
