Libraries of the Australian Technology Network of Universities

Year in Review 2009
Libraries of the Australian Technology Network, or LATN, comprises the University Librarians of each of the ATN institutions with the Auckland University of Technology (AUT) in New Zealand as an international participant. The LATN group develops an annual strategic plan which is formulated within the wider context of the ATN agenda and includes a number of agreed collaborative projects. Areas that this group are undertaking projects include information literacy, exploring means to maximise access to collections and electronic information resources; and exploring issues around eLibraries, in particular the implications and opportunities for the ATN in response to IT developments.

Research Support

The major LATN initiative in 2009 was a Research Support Forum held at QUT. The Forum was designed to deliver a draft research support plan for each university library and a strategy for LATN collaboration in this area. The latter was summarised in the Libraries of the ATN Research Support Statement which was formulated and submitted to the ATN Vice Chancellors (copy attached). This has been followed up with a comparison of each member’s approach to supporting research and research education.

InfoScholar, an online resource for developing the information competencies of research students was completed under the leadership of QUT.
Collections & Systems

A ‘white paper’ on collection management prepared by UTS to inform thinking about future collections.

LATN agreed to run a webinar on Integrated Library Management Systems, which will be organised by AUT and UniSA in 2010.

Indigenous

A survey to establish current performance in regard to Indigenous peoples and issues was conducted by Curtin and UTS with benchmarking against Charles Darwin University (NT), University of British Columbia (Canada) and Auckland University of Technology (NZ, LATN member). 

The Collaborative Online Workspace was upgraded and training was provided by UTS.
Staff development

“How to write a paper”, a workshop for LATN staff on professional writing, was conducted by Curtin in Melbourne. It will be repeated in Sydney in 2010.
Sustainability

Some members, led by UTS, shared information in regard to environmental sustainability by documenting initiatives against the ATN Declaration of Commitment to Local, National and Global Sustainability.
Quality Assurance

Under the leadership of RMIT, LATN contributed to the review of CAUL statistics.

And LATN began to benchmark quality assurance processes, led by Curtin.
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Libraries of the ATN Research Support Statement

Libraries of the ATN and its member libraries are committed to enabling and contributing to research at each university and across the Australian Technology Network of Universities.

Each of the university libraries facilitate research and provide research training at its university through:

· Providing services which enable researchers to find and access relevant research literature efficiently; 

· Developing the capabilities of research students and researchers with a particular emphasis on early career researchers;

· Providing advice and support to researchers in the management and publication of their research at all stages of the research cycle; 

· Ensuring the widest dissemination, ready discovery and long term preservation of the university’s research outputs; 

· Demonstrating the breadth and quality of research at the university.

The Libraries of the ATN work together to enhance research activity across the Australian Technology Network of Universities by:

· Collaborating and benchmarking to achieve the best possible provision of research support services;

· Showing leadership in the development of eResearch with an emphasis on open access to research findings;

· Developing the skills of library staff to support researchers and research students and influencing the training of future library professionals;

· Contributing to the services offered by the ATN eGrad School to develop the capabilities of research students;

· Advocating the development of sustainable, high quality research information infrastructure.
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