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Australian E-Print Archive

The concept of an e-print archive is part of the general trend within the library and academic communities to find alternatives to commercial publishing of scholarly information.  The most successful of the e-print archives is probably arXiv (http://arXiv.org) for physics, mathematics, computer science and non-linear science.  More commonly known as the Los Alamos archive, the facility is mirrored by the University of Adelaide Library and has had a considerable effect on scholarly communication in those disciplines.

Other disciplines have begun to establish similar facilities - eg CogPrints (http://cogprints.soton.ac.uk) ; PubMed Central (http://www.nih.gov/about/director/pubmedcentral.htm) .  Professor Stevan Harnad of the University of Southhampton ( http://cogsci.soton.ac.uk/~harnad/intpub.html) has been a very vocal proponent of widening these activities.  

The Harnad model involves only those articles which are published in peer-reviewed journals and which are not subject to a commercial contract (eg the author was not paid directly for the work by the publisher).  Harnad recognises that there are copyright issues involved and that some publishers will not publish a work which has appear elsewhere.  His preferred solution is for authors to negotiate with publishers to permit simultaneous publication.  Where that is not possible, Harnad suggests that authors alter the original texts so that there are two similar but different versions.

The possibility of establishing an e-print archive for Australian scholars was considered by the Go8 librarians who agreed to fund a feasibility study.  This proposal has been overtaken by the adoption of the project by AVCC SCIP and the establishment of a working party.  As the working party is yet to meet, it may be beneficial for CAUL to consider its preferred model.

Issues include:

· Harnad model verses more inclusive model 

The Australian e-print archive could be structured in a number of ways including

· restricted to refereed articles (Harnad model)

· cover only Australia-specific topics

· include any publication by an Australian author

· decentralised verses centralised data storage

· the Digital Thesis project has proven that it is possible to take a distributed approach with each institution mounting its own data using agreed standards.

· an alternative approach might be to mount all documents on a central server.  This would ensure adherence to standards and provide operational efficiencies but it may require a costly administrative infrastructure.

· software

There are various software options available.  In the interests of standardisation, however, Australian e-print initiatives should adopt the software and metadata standards developed by the Open Archives Initiative (http://www.openarchives.org) which has been adopted by arXiv and other projects internationally.  This software is available free of charge, adheres to the developing Santa Fe Convention and provides a clear framework for each phase associated with the establishment and maintenance of an e-print archive.

· search engines

Provided that adequate metadata tagging is provided, the content of the Australian e-print archive should be searchable by any of the commonly available harvester.  The software developed by the Cross Archive Searching Service (http://arc.cs.odu.edu) enables simultaneous searching of all archives conforming to the Open Archives Initiative.

Recommendation:

That CAUL support the establishment of an Australian e-print archive which conforms to the standards utilised by similar projects internationally.
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