Collections Council of Australia

Round Table 21 May 2008

The purpose of the Round Table was to bring together representatives of peak bodies and national programs in the Australian collections sector. Through sharing information and building awareness of ‘hot topics’ within the sector, challenges facing the sector were identified. This will inform the Collection Council’s planning, including for its next Summit in 2009 on Sustainability and collections.

There were 33 bodies represented at the Round Table. They included professional organisations, e.g. ALIA, museum representatives, e.g. Museums and Galleries of New South Wales, specific collections e.g. Council of Heads of Australian Entomological Collections, and grants coordinators, e.g. Community Heritage Grants.
The first part of the day was spent with each organisation having ten minutes to introduce itself and identify ‘hot topics’ for its organisation. The CAUL information that I presented is attached. 

There was then an opportunity to discuss and identify issues that were recognised in common. All organisations mentioned funding as an issue, but particularly the museums sector indicated that they felt poorly funded compared to the library sector. There was general agreement that while funding is important, we need rather to understand what we are trying to achieve and what specific activities we wish to undertake first, before we ‘cry poor’.

Issues that resonated for me were :

The Health of Australian collections:


Sustainability


Conservation of original/physical records


Preserving digital collections

Training and Skills 


Standards for good practice


Professional skills and training programs


Succession planning

Cultural economic value

Cultural tourism – providing digital access that encourages a personal visit

Responsibility for collections internationally e.g. in times of war and natural disaster
Managing collections


Management of donations


Storage of material not on display/open access


Minimising duplication and overlap – distributed national collection

My impression from the day is that libraries are not necessarily better funded than the museum sector, but we do seem to have been collaborating and sharing our collections more strongly. The notion of a Distributed National Collection is well recognised and valued by libraries, but seems to pose some threat to others.
Key messages identified by the CCA from the day are:

Advocacy

Collaboration and cooperation

Education

Community engagement

The museums sector was interested in instigating an Australian Government enquiry into the collections sector. 

There was specific concern about the diminution of Community Heritage Grants. Jan Fullerton expressing how the National Library of Australia was having its funding reduces and so would be unable to support these as it had in the past.

The report from the day will be placed on the CCA website soon. http://www.collectionscouncil.com.au/   It comprises the introduction paper from each peak body and the notes from the discussion session.

I appreciated attending the Round Table on behalf of CAUL. It made me aware of issues in the Australian Collections sector as a whole. I have some awareness of the Tasmanian environment through the Tasmanian Cultural Collections group. If it is helpful, I am willing to continue to represent CAUL to this group.  
Linda Luther

27 June 2008 

CAUL – Linda Luther

Council of Australian University Librarians

What is our organization?

CAUL members are the University Librarians or Library Directors of all Australian universities. There are 38 Universities Australia member libraries, the Australian Defence Force Academy and the University of Notre Dame Australia

The Council of Australian University Librarians’ (CAUL) mission is to support its members in the achievement of their objectives, especially the provision of access to, and training in the use of, scholarly information, leadership in the management of information and contribution to the university experience. 

In pursuit of this objective CAUL develops a national perspective on issues relevant to university libraries, provides a forum for discussion and collaboration and works to promote common interests.

Learning and Teaching

CAUL librarians play a significant role in teaching and guiding students through the complex information environment to become independent learners.

Physical facilities in university libraries are being reconceptualised to provide a variety of learning environments, including group study and access to computers. Collaboration is being facilitated through the Carrick Institute, e.g. Next Generation Learning Spaces Colloquium, Brisbane October 2008.

There is a consortial approach to collection development through CEIRC ( CAUL Electronic Information Resources Committee). This now takes a significant amount of the CAUL Office time. The Office negotiates with suppliers for the consortial purchase of electronic resources by university libraries.

Research

The Research Quality Framework has now been superseded by ERA (Excellence in Research for Australia) . This is a methodology for comparing universities on their research activities. It requires library involvement through the creation of digital repositories of academic publications. Librarians also assist with the interpretation of citation data, which indicates how often an academic’s work has been referred to by other researchers.

The Australian Digital Theses project has enabled the preservation and access to Australian theses. These form one of the collections within each university’s digital repository.

CAUL libraries are also involved in NCRIS, to support eResearch and research infrastructure. There is a role of assisting academic staff in preserving their research data, There is a risk that they store their research data on their laptop without considering the value of the data for future researchers. Librarians can create metadata to assist in cataloguing and retrieval of research information. 

Digitisation of collections is becoming an increasing area of activity. This provides access for researchers throughout the world to fragile print collections. Supported by exhibitions of print collections, digitisation provides a showcase for the university’s collection. This can lead to donations of additional material to develop a collection, to funding for conservation of material, or funding for further digitisation to occur. 

Quality and value

CAUL librarians undertake surveys and monitor best practice to ensure the continuous improvement of library services.

Communication and influence

There is cooperation between university librarians on a number of dimensions. There are state groups, e.g. QULOC in Queensland. There is cooperation between libraries in university groups, e.g. ATN (Australian Technology Network).These groups and CAUL as a whole operate to provide advocacy on such issues as copyright, research information, research infrastructure and university funding.

Which hot topics/issues/challenges face our organization and our constituents?

Space issues: developing the appropriate balance between print collections and study spaces for students. 

Academic collaboration: to ensure students have the skills to find information, to evaluate it and use it effectively,.

Managing print collections: how or whether to store lower use print materials. Consideration of opportunities for collaborative storage .What is it important for us to store for the future. As we move into the digital era, what are the print items we should collect and conserve for the next 500 years? 

Digitising collections: finding the funding to undertake these projects. 

Research infrastructure: contributing to research through the creation of ePrint repositories and in the management of research data. 
