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ARIIC report, April 2006
ARIIC (Australian Research Information Infrastructure Committee) met on 24 February 2006, the first meeting since March 2005, notionally because we were waiting for the appointment of a new chair. In the event, Dr Evan Arthur chaired the meeting.  A further meeting was held on 30 March to review the thirteen funded projects in the two rounds of funding – the so-called FRODO and MERRI projects.
Since the last meetings, three main movements have taken place –

1 The NCRIS process, replacing SII

2 The evolution of the FRODO projects, and the commissioning of the MERRI projects

3 The RQF thinking, culminating in the release of the recommended model (but without a Government response) at the end of March.
DEST has also had an active part in copyright issues, cross-sectoral standards, e-Research, the development of a strategy for access to publicly funded research, and broad data management issues.

NCRIS and SII – where ARIIC fits in
From July 2006 (the 2006/07 financial year) NCRIS will be the source of funds for research infrastructure, replacing the SII.  NCRIS will be focused on the key capability areas set out in the NCRIS road map and implementation of these will start with over $100m in the first slice.  

Advisory mechanisms are still under consideration, and are not defined in the road map.  Currently, ARIIC and ARENAC provide advice to NCRIS in their respective information spheres, while there is also ERCC (E-Research Coordinating Committee), which ranges across both research and information infrastructure, and reports into DCITA as well as DEST.  The implication of the most recent statements is that SII and ARIIC will continue to the end of 2006, with perhaps a new body in 2007 to provide input on information infrastructure.  Facilitators are being appointed for each area, including information infrastructure.  NCRIS itself has an Advisory Committee chaired by Mike Sargeant.
Under NCRIS, the areas for focus (research capabilities) are seen as developing platforms for collaboration, rather than rival bids; there will be a facilitator for each area.  Capability 16 relates to systemic information infrastructure.
SII still retains a significant amount of money which must be committed in 2006.
Projects

The second meeting, on 30 March, featured reports on the FRODO and MERRI projects.  These are

FRODO projects

1 APSR   www.apsr.edu.au 
2 ARROW   www.arrow.edu.au 
3 ADT. Now completed, the only one of the 13 FRODO and MERRI projects to finish at this stage. http://adt.caul.edu.au/ 
4 MAMS.  The report on MAMs was notable for introducing new terms – a new language in fact – such as “shibbolized Grid Sphere portal” and “ShibGrid-bof mailing list”.  www.melcoe.mq.edu.au/projects/MAMS 
MERRI projects

5 BlueNet.  Marine science data, distributed data archiving.  Based at University of Tasmania.  www.utas.edu.au/cms/news_events/bluenet.html 
6 MMIM.  Molecular Medicine Informatics Model.  Based at the University of Melbourne, integrating public data and distributed data from the partners.  www.mmim.ssg.org.au/whatis.htm  
7 TimeSync.  Building on SIRCA.  Financial transactions, and now up to 15 terabytes of data.  www.sirca.org.au/  Based at UNSW.
8 DART.  Based at Monash, with JCU and UQ – a proof-of-concept project to develop tools to support the new collaborative research infrastructure of the future.  www.dart.edu.au 
9 eSecurity Framework.  Based at UQ, succeeds the CAUDIT PKI project.

10 RUBRIC.  Based at USQ.  Newcastle (for the IRUA), Massey (ProQuest), UNE, USC. Deals with rolling out repositories, and also with the Australia-UK eFramework.  www.rubric.edu.au 
11 ASK-OSS.  Australian Service for Knowledge of Open Source Software, based at Macquarie – a repository of links to open source software.  

www.ask-oss.mq.edu.au 
12 Middleware Action Plan and Strategy (MAPS).  Patricia McMillan has just been appointed project officer; based at UQ.  http://middleware.edu.au/ 
13 OAK-LAW.  Brian Fitzgerald and Scott Kiel-Chisholm attended the meeting – based at QUT, and looking at licencing.  http://www.oaklaw.qut.edu.au/
Visit by JISC
Some members of JISC, visiting Australia, joined the February ARIIC meeting.  Discussions focussed on several areas of common interest
· Repositories agenda

· IP aspects – Professor Charles Oppenheim leads a project which may link to the OAK Law project; it relates to DRM and rights expression languages.

· Shibboleth is being rolled out to replace Athens in the UK – and in fact rolling out beyond education, to the health sector.

· Digital Curation Centre at Edinburgh, run by Chris Rusbridge. It won’t be a repository, but SHERPA may take up the role of a safety net repository.

· SHERPA hasn’t really got its act together properly, and we discussed that.

· The E-Framework, a joint enterprise with DEST

ARIIC Website

This is at this catchy address http://www.dest.gov.au/sectors/research_sector/policies_issues_reviews/key_issues/australian_research_information_infrastructure_committee/default.htm 

There was a discussion about the website, and how well it worked.  Variants like www.ariic.edu.au are contrary to government policy.  

Repositories

A number of things arose from the CAUL Repositories Forum held on 29 November, and the discussions which took place during it.  These were agreed to be carried forward. They were considered in brief at the ARIIC meeting, and distributed.  See www.caul.edu.au/caul-doc/repositories2005whitehead.doc  for a summary of the Repositories Forum outcomes.
What Next?

There were some suggestions at the ARIIC meeting for work which SII might carry out with its remaining funds.  Some of these suggestions were
1 Money to fund repository content
2 Development of interfaces between repositories and RQF requirements
3 Repository infrastructure and support

4 A safety net repository

5 Planning and evaluation

Derek Whitehead (CAUL representative on ARIIC)
4 April, 2006
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