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Access to practice-based research to inform provision of library and information services (LIS)

1. Australian university libraries have supported the Open Access Initiative (OAI) and the development of institutional repositories of research outputs in Australian universities. 

2. Institutional repositories provide a stable and secure digital environment for research outputs, provide access to scholarly publications and increase visibility of research for the international research community. 

3. Research output in institutional repositories is normally of published research such as journal articles and conference papers. 

4. Librarians have been key drivers in the development of e-print but a brief survey of librarianship content in Australian University repositories found a limited number of items had been deposited.  This might be because there is limited published research taking place. 

5. There is also a great deal of unpublished research material such as un-reviewed preprints, research alerts, unpublished seminar and workshop presentations, working papers, discussion papers that may lack the polish of published works but still provide valuable information.   Repositories could make this research material accessible to the wider research community.

6. There is a substantial amount of unpublished research literature being generated in our libraries.  This material is potentially of great value to other libraries, educators and researchers but is not readily accessible.

7. Some of this unpublished practice-based research is available on library websites but more commonly it is locked away in personal files and on PCs, in email attachments and library storage systems.  As a result we waste valuable resources re-inventing the wheel, contacting colleagues, checking websites, searching the published literature without success or ‘googling’.  

8. While most institutional repositories accept unpublished research in the form of ‘working papers’  there is a growing demand from researchers for  more broadly defined non-peer reviewed materials to be captured and made available in some form of repository or archive.   

9. Material that is not refereed would include much of the practice-based research carried out in our libraries.  To address quality issues a repository may provide an abstract and some metadata indicating the existence of a paper instead of the full-text.

10.  If we accept that much of the unpublished literature generated by practice-based research in our libraries is of value then the next stage is to consider possible ways to provide access to it.  

11. Many of us have already developed repositories for our universities and have the technical expertise to do this.  It could be that one of the university libraries provides an e-print repository for our practice-based research.

12. Alternatively CAUL could set up a repository.

13. ALIA already has an e-prints archive hosted by the University of Melbourne to facilitate access to scholarly communication.  As stated on the website ‘it has been set up specifically to enhance the visibility of research in library and information sciences’.   An investigation of the website found that the site is hard to find on the ALIA website and has very few papers in it.   However ALIA is leading the way with its e-prints initiative compared with other professional associations.   There could be a role for CAUL to work with ALIA to populate and publicise this repository as the open archive for research on librarianship in Australia. 

14. Another alternative could be an online archive of digitized research material including published and unpublished research, both text and non-text, supporting the advancement of library and information science in Australia.

15. There are sure to be other solutions but having a show-case repository or archive for the library profession would demonstrate Australian librarians’ commitment to research in their own discipline, provide valuable access to practice-based research and increase visibility of LIS research based activities in Australia.  
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