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Executive Officer’s Report to CAUL 
 24 March, 2004 to 3 September, 2004

This report includes extracts of reports to the Executive to August 12.  
Office Staffing.

Rachelle Morgan commenced duty on April 21, as full time administrative assistant.  Her responsibilities cover support for CEIRC activities, as well as CAUL as a whole. Training has been a significant office activity. Rachelle has begun keeping track of her time, between CEIRC and “other CAUL”.  Since she attended a MS Access training course, it will be a high priority to bring the CAUL/CEIRC database up-to-date.  This database functions as a source of information and reporting on CEIRC subscriptions and CAUL institutions, and I have plans to enhance its use as such.

Brigid Whitbread continued part-time, assisting with the backlog of paperwork accumulated over the period of time that the office was understaffed.  She has been cleaning up paper files, sorting, weeding, recording, discarding where appropriate.  She finished work with CAUL on August 5.

I have taken 6 days recreation leave since March, and will be on leave for another 3 weeks from October 11.

Finance Activities.
Audit reports from both 2002 and 2003 were completed and the files “rolled over.”  2004 expenditure to date is included in the budget spreadsheet.  Of note is the office rental, currently in credit due to ANU’s refund of overpayment in 2003 – overpayment caused by the establishment of fortnightly automatic deductions for monthly payments.  Also of note is the audit expenditure, double the usual annual amount because both 2002 and 2003 audits have been completed this year.   Two BAS reports were completed in-house

CAUL Elections.

The election processes were completed for positions of President and two members of the Executive Committee.  

Review of the Library Deposit Scheme.

Two meetings were held with the consultant employed by DoCITA.  Responses have been received from a range of CAUL members.
ALIA Library Week Forum 'Down and Loaded: the right information at the right time'  The brief - agreement on focus of discussions being issues around recommendation 7 of the Senate report; and related recommendations on digitisation, community networks and access to electronic information; any other matters for discussion.  

CEIRC.

Offers and renewals from 70 vendors have been posted to members in the past five months.  Several other offers are still under discussion either directly with the vendor, or with input from the CEIRC committee.  Blackwell Publishing, Nature Publishing Group and Lexis Nexis are of most concern, because of continuing price increases, above current industry standards.  

The offer from Taylor & Francis for its very large collection of journals is very attractive to many members, but is quite time-consuming because of the lack of initial detail, and the frequency of updates required to fill in the gaps.  Renewals for membership of BioMed Central are also expected to take some time because current members’ fees must be quoted individually as a result of BMC’s inability to sustain its original pricing model.  

New offers for Science Online and CRC Press CRCNetBase were concluded, with new subscribers to the former realising a discount of 18%, and more than 25% for the latter.  The Thomson ISI offer for National Citation Reports failed to reach the minimum of 5 subscribers to obtain the 50% discount, and the offer has been extended for another month.  I also discussed options with Virginia Walsh who has direct contact with the Go8’s Deputy Vice-Chancellors (Research).

CEIRC Operational Overview.
The preparation of the overview required collating a great deal of detail about CEIRC’s operations.  Although there is much information held in office files, collation and analysis can be labour-intensive.  

Meetings held with:

March 25, 5 April, 15 April Auditor re audit of CAUL’s 2003 accounts

March 26. Interviews for CAUL administrative assistant (with Margaret Henty, ANU)

March 30. Lindy Hyam and Denis Meares, at IDP with Madeleine McPherson

May 19. Dave Lambart, consultant for AGIMO, re Library Deposit Scheme, with Margaret Henty, ANU 

June 4.  With Madeleine McPherson, met with Simon Kent, Higher Education Adviser to Jenny Macklin, Opposition Spokesperson on Education, Canberra

June 23.  Linda Butler, ANU re Journal Citation Reports and the humanities, Canberra

July 23.  Sarah Waladan, ADA and ALCC.
July 30.  Greg Tanenbaum, BEPress, teleconference
August 11.  Roy Page-Shipp and Monica Hammes.  South African Research Information Service.
August 11.  Alex Byrne, UTS re LATN and IDP.
August 25.  Roxanne Missingham, NLA.

CEIRC-related meetings held with:

March 31. Isobe Koichi of Nikkei, in Sydney

April 27. Cormac Hanrahan from Ovum, Canberra

April 29. Brad Rosairo from CSA, Canberra

May 3. Jeroen Prinsen from ISI, Canberra

June 2. Philip Thomson, Eurofield Information Systems re Macquarie Dictionary WordGenius, Canberra

June 8. Heather Gordon, CEIRC chair, re CEIRC strategic directions and operational plan, Brisbane

June 17. Neil Lader, American Psychological Association, teleconference.

June 17.  David Tyler, Adam Mathew Publications, teleconference.

June 24.  Dr Antoine Bocquet, Nature Publishing Group, Canberra

June 25.  Karen Vitullo, ABS Library, Canberra

July 2.  Dr Anne Bittner, Blackwell Publishing, Canberra

July 16. Rae Smyth, Nielsen BookData, teleconference

July 20. Scott Schuetze, SerialsSolutions, teleconference

July 21.  Richard Griffiths, Capital Monitor, Canberra
August 9.  Heather Gordon, CEIRC chair, Canberra
August 11.  Maryce Johnstone & Marika Whitfield, Thomson Gale, Sydney.
August 20.  Marianne Josserand, BioMed Central, teleconference.
September 1. Benny Kesuma, Bureau van Dijk Electronic Publishing
September 2.  Alastair Storry, Health Communication Network

Events / Meetings attended.

March 26. Warren Horton commemoration at the National Library

April 29. AVCC Library Staff Development Conference program committee teleconference 

May 24. ALIA Forum 

May 31. Presentation on leadership in universities by Sir Gareth Roberts

June 1. NSCF Forum “Changing Research Practices” 

June 2. Roundtable with Charles Oppenheim on Open Access and Institutional Repositories (organised by Vic Elliott) 

June 2. ALIA URLS presentation by Anita Crotty on the new guard at the University of Canberra 

June 7.  CCA Joint Executive Meeting, Brisbane

June 21. Backing Australia's Ability - Information Sessions on the Higher Education Research System – Dr Evan Arthur, Canberra

June 24. Consultative Workshops – e-Research Support – Professor Ah Chung Tsoi, ARC, Canberra

July 12. Elsevier Science Library Connect Seminar, Sydney

July 20.  ALIA URLs Forum – Cliff Law, UNSW@ADFA, Canberra

July 30. ADA AGM, Canberra.

August 9-10. AVCC Library Staff Development Conference, Canberra
September 1. Launch of the University of Canberra’s ADT Program, Canberra.

and as organiser and secretary:

March 29 ADT/ARIIC meeting at UNSW 

March 31 CAUL Executive meeting at UTS 

April 1-2 CAUL meeting at UNSW 

April 22 CEIRC meeting at UTS

June 6-7. CAUL Executive Meeting, Brisbane

July 1. CEIRC Meeting, Sydney

July 5. ADT-ARIIC Technical Committee Meeting, Sydney

July 12.  ADT Policy Reference Group Meeting, Sydney
August 6. CAUL Statistics Focus Group, Melbourne.
August 12. CAUL Executive Meeting, at UNSW.

and planning:

President’s meetings in Canberra 8-9 September

CAUL 2004/2 – Hobart, with Linda Luther

CAUL Executive 2004/5 – Melbourne, December 6-7

CCA Joint Executive – Melbourne, December 6

CAUL 2005/1 – Auckland – 4 April 2005

Diane Costello

3 September, 2004 
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