CAVAL

CAVAL is continuing to facilitate collaboration and resource sharing amongst its member institutions to enhance the effectiveness of their educational and research activities.

CAVAL is also developing its services to the wider Australian and international library community.

Current developmental activities include:

· planning and funding submissions for the incorporation of the CARM store into the proposed national store, Research Resources Australia

· a proposal to pilot a collaborative academic call centre

· moves to establish a Victorian Academic Digital Library (VADL) including the analysis of serial holdings to identify duplicates that could be converted to shared electronic subscriptions; trialling of new electronic databases which do not conflict with CAUL CEIRC activity; and the production of a model licence for shared electronic products

· provision of national support for LIDDAS including training, help desk facilities and a consortium hosting service

· upgrading of software used by CAVAL to provide the regional catalogue, COOLCAT, and to run the CARM store

· renewal of the contract for VARLAC, the collaborative monograph purchasing arrangements

· offering courses on E-Books, Information Audit and Metadata

· providing web services i.e. translating web pages into other languages and creating metadata for web-based resources

