CAUL Strategic Plan

Report to CAUL 

Author: Derek Whitehead

 (Date: 6 August 2002)

Section
3 – Best Practice

Action
19 – Review, collect and publish statistics on Australian university library resources and services.

Responsibility
Statistics Focus Group / Derek Whitehead)

Time-line
Ongoing

Activity since last report
Developments since the last meeting include:

1 Instructions for contribution of CAUL statistics, including the deemed list, were revised and sent out to CAUL and CONZUL.

2 Focus Group meeting held in Melbourne on 5 August (minutes attached)

3 Draft of Terms of Reference completed (attached)

4 Collection of 2001 data expected to be completed by 16 August.

5 COUNTER http://www.projectCounter.org is a new broadly-based approach to common means of recording online use.

Achievements since last report
1 Terms of reference

2 2001 statistics collection completed.

Failures since the last report
None

Publicity, reports, publications since last report
CAUL 2001 data.



Plan for forthcoming activity
Issues include:

1 Further examination of anomalies in the 2001 statistical count.

2 Planned employment of a consultant to take a single overall approach to the deemed list.

3 Further effort will be made to rectify anomalous serials data for 1999 and 2000.

4 Survey of current practice in statistics for online use will be undertaken in October by Swinburne, on behalf of CAUL.

5 A New Use Counting seminar will be held early in 2003 with the goals of (a) informing CAUL and CONZUL staff members of the most recent developments in counting online use; and (b) exchanging information on local initiatives and ideas.

6 The Group will investigate approaches to creating an online interactive CAUL statistics site, facilitating online collection and manipulation of the CAUL data.

7 Liaison with the Best Practice WP. 

Recommendations to CAUL
1 That CAUL approve the draft Terms of Reference including the slogan “Cheap, useful, fairly valid.”
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