Collections Council of Australia

Update to CAUL Executive on matters of common interest

A national strategy for digital heritage collections

This is an overview of the Council’s position on digital heritage collections. It provides a description of present activities among collecting organisations, primarily State and Territory government collecting organisations
The outcome from the Australian Framework and Action Plan for Digital Heritage Collections will be two discrete independent projects:


Development plan


Advocacy plan. 

CCA’s objectives for the Development Plan are:

· To develop a national strategy for the care and management of digital heritage collections.

· To provide ‘thought leadership’ on a key strategic issue for the collections sector.

· To facilitate co-operation and collaboration across the archive, gallery, library and museum domains.

· To promote best practices within the collections sector.

· To build collections sector sustainability, particularly in regional Australia.

CCA primary objectives for the Framework are that it will:

· Guide the future care, management and development of Australia’s digital heritage collections.

· Underpin advocacy to governments and other stakeholders for policy and resources to sustain the work of the collections sector with digital heritage collections.
The advocacy plan is to seek recognition and funding to resource the development and implementation of the Framework.

There are a number of the activities in the Development Plan that are relevant to CAUL libraries. It is not clear how it will progress without funding to be achieved through the Advocacy Plan. 

Recommendation

That we respond to the National Strategy for Digital Heritage Collections to ensure the inclusion of university collections in their considerations, and encourage continued engagement with CAUL.

Excellence in Research for Australia Initiative: Consultation Paper

The CCA submission to the consultation paper is available at http://www.collectionscouncil.com.au/collections+and+research+excellence.aspx
Honorary and adjunct staff

CCA has supported the inclusion of non-salaried staff (honorary and adjunct) be counted in the FTE staff reporting. 
They have also suggested inclusion of staff of collecting organisations outside the higher education sector. This begs the question about library staff within the higher education sector who collaborate on research projects. I would not think CAUL would expect library staff to be included, unless they make a significant contribution as a partner in a research project.
Research performance of collecting organisations

CCA has alerted ARC that ‘there are no coordinated benchmarks for the research performance of collecting organisations. There are also no benchmarks for determining how successful collecting organisations are at meeting expectations for external access by scholars’.

How strong are university benchmarks in this area? Our surveys tend to be weighted in relation to undergraduate satisfaction rather than researcher satisfaction. Is there more we could/should do in this area?

Exhibitions

CCA has recommended indicators that capture the translation of research into exhibitions. UTAS Library would be among other university libraries that have small exhibition facilities. To have scholarly museum-style exhibitions and exhibition catalogues included as research indicators, gives an additional dimension for library staff to work with researchers.
Student publications

CCA is supporting the recognition of student publications in the ERA. This would have implications for the inclusion of such works in digital repositories.

Recommendation

1. That CAUL executive note the submission

2. That the Best Practice Working Group consider the CCA comments in relation to research performance of collecting organisations. How good is the performance of university libraries in supporting their scholars (both internal and external) and is there a need to develop measures for this?
Collections and the NCRIS Roadmap
The CCA submission to the NCRIS Roadmap is available at http://www.collectionscouncil.com.au/ncris+roadmap+review+2008.aspx
CCA supports the notion of a National Repository (p.8)

“We also support the request for a National Repository of models to be used in collaborative workspace environments, ‘where experts from different disciplines can interact and work together for short/medium/long-term periods and identify research gaps’ in the field, and the call for ‘Integration of databases across organisations and jurisdictions…under the NCRIS Platforms for Collaboration capability, several of the other NCRIS capabilities and the social sciences.’”
It is important for CAUL to remember the wider environment and not focus just on sharing research data between universities.
The largest part of the submission relates to Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences, which makes reference to ‘A national strategy for digital heritage collections’.(May 2008) which has been commented on above.

Recommendation

That CAUL note the submission.
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